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Some of the buildings of the $415,000 Lutheran Hospital, Eket, Nigeria 


Long-Time Dream Comes 
True for Registered Nurse 


“I’ve always wanted to go to Africa; I’ve always wanted to do missionary 
work,” said Miss Gertrude Bluemel, R. N., after the Lutheran Synodical Confer- 
ence asked her to establish a school for nursing in connection with the Lutheran 
hospital at Eket, Nigeria. 

The Indiana University-trained nurse said farewell to home folks in Indian- 
apolis on Nov. 10, the day after her commissioning service. 

At the time of her appointment Miss Bluemel was evening supervisor at Robert 
Long Hospital, Indianapolis. She holds a Bachelor’s degree in Nursing Admin- 
istration and a Master’s in Nursing Education, both from Indiana University. 

She is also a graduate of the Lutheran Frontier Nursing Service School of 
Midwifery, with which she recently spent six months as an itinerant nurse in the 
Kentucky hill country. This experience, she feels, will prove most helpful in her 
new assignment. 


Medical personnel from Africa in the Christian Fellowship Group at the 


Indianapolis medical center of Indiana University heightened her interest in doing 
mission work in the Dark Continent. She says she has been impressed by “the 
onward and upward struggle of the people to raise themselves to independence 


from their present status as a British protectorate. The Nigerians are an education-— 


minded people,” Miss Bluemel contends, “because they know that’s the only way 
they can better their present situation.” 


For this reason she thinks she'll have no trouble recruiting native young 
women and men to study nursing. Miss Bluemel finds further encouragement in 
the fact that there are other schools of nursing in Nigeria. She expects to visit the 
Nigerian Council of Nurses at Lagos before setting up standards and courses for 
the school at Eket. 


Miss Bluemel is a member of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Indianapolis, where 
for 21 years she taught Sunday school and for six years was superintendent. 


A complete X-ray installation 
and other equipment in the 
tuberculosis wing of the Eket 
Lutheran Hospital were pro- 
vided by the Wheat Ridge 
Foundation, 


The Cover: Mrs. Victoria Scaer (right), Atlantic District representative of the 
LWML, bidding farewell to Nurse Gertrude Bluemel. 
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| IQ News of the Church in the World 
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Northern Illinois Leads 
In School Enrollment 


Of 3,333 Protestant Christian day 
schools operating in North America, 
more are non-Lutheran than Lutheran, 
according to 1958 statistics compiled 
by Dr. Wm. A. Kramer, Synod’s Asso- 
ciate Secretary of Schools. 

Non-Lutheran schools total 1,675, 
compared with 1,568 Lutheran schools. 
However, on the basis of enrollment 
statistics, the total Lutheran figure 
(167,647) far surpasses the estimated 
non-Lutheran total (120,000). 

Seventh-day Adventists lead among 
non-Lutherans with 1,040 schools. The 
National Union of Christian Schools 
lists 221; the National Association of 
Christian Schools, 141; the Mennonite 
Church, 108; and the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church, 108. 

The Missouri Synod (North America 
only) has 1,267 schools, a net gain of 
10; 138,338 pupils, a gain of 6,210; 
and 2,043 men (gain: 40) and 2,736 
women (gain: 200) teachers, for a to- 
tal of 4,779. The total includes teachers 
of all classifications: students, pastors, 
emergency, etc. 

In number of schools and enrollment 
the Northern Illinois District leads with 
115 and 16,946; Michigan is second 
with 114 and 15,728. Other leaders are 
Central (105 and 14,133), Western 
(110 and 12,274), and South Wis- 
consin (64 and 10,069). 

Largest numerical gains were re- 
ported by Michigan (717), Northern 
Illinois (688), and Atlantic (621). 

Largest percentage gains in enroll- 
ment were Montana (4744%), South 
Dakota (32% % ), and Ontario (29% ). 

Including the South American Dis- 
tricts, figures show 1,418 schools, 
146,201 pupils, and 5,005 teachers in 
the Missouri Synod. 


Jewish Day Schools 
Flourish in U.S. 


Pupils enrolled in Jewish day schools 
in the United States now number 
40,000, compared with 2,000 ten years 
ago, reports Dr. Isidor Margolis, exec- 
utive director of the National Council 
of Torah Education. 

The number of schools rose from 20 
to 260, Dr. Margolis also told some 800 
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delegates to the annual convention of 
the Religious Zionists of America held 
recently in Atlantic City. 

Budgets for the Jewish day school 
systems, he stated, expanded 500 per 
cent — from a total of $6,000,000 to 
$30,000,000 — in the same 10-year 
period. 


Lutherans in Siberia 
Send Thanks for Bibles 


Hilfswerk, welfare arm of the Evan- 
gelical Church in Germany (EKID), 
gets up to 100 letters a day from Ger- 
man Lutherans in Siberia acknowledg- 
ing shipments of Bibles and religious 
literature. 

Evidently thousands of Lutheran 
families who formerly lived on the 
Volga River, in the Caucasus Moun- 
tains, and other Russian areas have 
maintained church life despite isolation 
and distress for the last 20 years. 

An estimated 1,000,000 persons of 
German ethnic origin are in Siberia. 
Believers among them are now able to 
practice their religion more freely since 
the Soviet government’s amnesty laws 
yt Ss). 

The Lutheran Church in Russia was 
forcibly dissolved in 1938, and most of 
its members were imprisoned or scat- 
tered over the country. 

First reports on the Lutheran groups 
were given by prisoners of war repatri- 
ated from Russia in 1956. The POW’s 
said some of the groups had preserved 
their traditions and faith by holding 
services in private rooms and cellars. 


MR. AND MRS. FRED STIER and 
Pastor Wilfred J. Junke of Trinity 
Church, Mount Clemens, Mich. On 
Christmas Day the Stiers celebrated 
their 70th wedding anniversary. He is 
93, she is 90. 
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N. C. Baptists Approve 
“Conditional” Federal Aid 


Acceptance of Federal grants under 
certain conditions by Southern Baptist 
institutions and agencies in the state 
was approved by the North Carolina 
Baptist convention at its annual meeting 
in Durham. 

Southern Baptists are traditionally 
opposed to the use of tax funds for re- 
ligious institutions on the grounds that 
it violates the constitutional principle 
of church-state separation. 

While maintaining that “a church 
must operate within a state” and that 
there is no absolute separation of the 
two, the report stressed that govern- 
ments must guarantee churches free- 
dom to operate without control from 
the state and that safeguards must be 
erected to eliminate any possibility of 
either dominating the other. 

The committee cited areas of mutual 
interest and concern where church-state 
separation would not be desirable. 
These include tax exemption on church 
properties, preferred rates and mailing 
privileges for religious publications, 
preferential interest rates and payment 
schedules on church-owned institutions, 
individual and institutional subsidies to 
hospitals, orphanages, and homes for 
the aged, and exemption from sales 
taxes. 

“Because both legal dangers and pos- 
sible threats to religious liberties are in- 
volved,” it said, “we recommend that 
Baptist churches disassociate them- 
selves from the teaching of religion or 
the Bible in public schools where such 
teaching does not meet the legal re- 
quirements.” 


Houston Church Escapes Disaster 


Fire and possible explosion of Trin- 
ity Lutheran Church, Houston, Tex., 
were averted Dec. 7, when 1,600 wor- 
shipers attended services. At 9 A.M. 
the custodian found gas jets wide open 
in the kitchen and kindergarten room. 
The rug in the principal’s office had 
been saturated with mimeograph fluid 
and ignited. Fireproof fibre foiled the 
plan, probably contrived by a crank or 
mentally disturbed person. (See page 
22 for “Must Lock Church Doors,” 
written Nov. 27 by Charles A. Dixon 
of Houston.) 


Trinity Church, Austin, Tex., last month dedicated 37 precision-tuned hand bells, 
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a memorial gift for C. G. Wukash by his widow. 


First row, 1.—t.: 


Benne Bentrup, Sharolyn Marten, Patricia Gropp, Beryl Bentrup. 


Second row: 


Reinhold Hunger (bell master), Judith Schiller, Vaughn Obenhaus, Douglas Ramming. Third row: 
Teacher Theodore Bethke, Marie Basinger, Mrs. G. L. Bentrup, Marilyn Mansfield, Mrs. Martin Ram- 


ming, Mrs. Lloyd Storm. 


Move to Promote 
Luther Literature 


Literary works by and about Martin 
Luther gained increased backing by 
the Martin Luther Association at its 
recent Munich meeting. 

Founded at Wittenberg on Reforma- 
tion Day 1918 by Rudolf Eucken, noted 
German philosopher, the association 
endeavors to promote a better under- 
standing of Luther and his works. The 
group publishes several periodicals con- 
taining the latest findings of Luther 
research. 

The association suspended activities 
during World War II but was reacti- 
vated at Hamburg in 1953. 


Slain Missionaries’ Kin 
End Visit to Auca Tribe 


Two Protestant women missionaries 
returned to civilization after 53 days 
deep in the Ecuadorian jungle, making 
friends with the “stone-age” Auca In- 
dian tribe who slew five male mission- 
aries three years ago. 

The women are Mrs. Betty Elliot of 
Moorestown, N. J., widow of one of the 
missionaries, and Rachel Saint of Hunt- 
ingdon Valley, W. Va., sister of another. 
With them on their peace-making mis- 
sion was Mrs. Elliot’s four-year-old 
daughter Valerie. 

To reach the Auca village on the 
Curaray River, they traveled three days 
by canoe from the missionary outpost 
of Arajuno. In their party were one 
Auca woman, who left the tribe 13 
years ago, and six others who had gone 
to Arajuno to invite the missionaries 
to settle in their village. 
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The missionary women were fed by 
their Auca hosts and by regular air 
drops from a plane of the Missionary 
Aviation Fellowship. They were es- 
corted on their return from Aucaland 
by a group of friendly Quechua Indians. 

After a short rest the women plan 
to return to the Aucas. Other mission- 
aries may go with them. 


Gamma Delta Sets Up 
New Regional Offices 


Regional offices corresponding to all 
international offices were set up at the 
annual meeting of Gamma Delta In- 
ternational Board of Governors in Min- 
neapolis, Nov. 28—30. 

Also established by the Lutheran 
college students were boards for pe- 
riodical publications, field work, and 
fundamental information. 

The board of governors strongly sug- 
gested that any regional officer who re- 
ceives an international office resign 
from the former because of the mag- 
nitude of both jobs. 

Newly elected officers for 1959 are: 
president, Jim Ball, Northeast Region; 
vice-president, Ron Martin, North Cen- 
tral; secretary, Audrey Newman, Gulf 
States; and treasurer, Marjorie Law- 
rence, Lakes. 

Newly appointed officers are: Spec- 
tator editor, Dot Allwardt, Triota; pro- 
gram chairman, Dick Hannenberg, 
Triota; field secretary, Don Christensen, 
Northeast; project chairman, Ed Bose- 
ker, Triota (present project); and Ly- 
man Kaiser, Midwestern (new proj- 
ect); publicity chairman, Keith Axtell, 
Triota; handbook manager, Jim Engel- 
brecht, Triota; alumni members at 
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large: Bill Blask, Lakes, and Ernest 
Gohlke, Texas; and archivist, Prof. Hil- 
mar Sieving. 

Dr. R. Hahn, executive secretary of 
the Commission on College and Uni- 
versity Work, is a permanent member 
of the Gamma Delta cabinet. 


251,362 Patients Served 
By Hospital in 100 Years 


During a century of service the Saint 
Louis Lutheran Hospital has given care 
to 251,362 patients for a total of 
2,773,950 patient-days. 

Oldest institution of charity of The 
Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod 
and oldest Protestant hospital west of 
Pittsburgh, the hospital celebrated its 
100th birthday Dec. 1. 

Rev. J. F. Buenger, founder of the 
hospital, was one of the Saxon immi- 
grants who arrived in Perry County, 
Missouri, shortly after Pentecost 1839. 
For 35 years he was pastor of Im- 
manuel Lutheran Church, St. Louis. 


Motivation for starting the hospital 
stemmed partly from the case of a sick 
and lonely soldier housed at Pastor 
Buenger’s request by Mr. and Mrs. 
Gottfried Goehring, members of Im- 
manuel Congregation. 

Lutheran Hospital began in two 
rooms, donated to the newly formed 
Lutheran Hospital Association by Mr. 
L. Bertram. At the end of the year 
three rooms at Broadway and Geyer 
Avenues were in use. 

In spite of unrest, unemployment, 
and distress brought on by the Civil 
War, a report could state: “In the cause 
of our hospital we did not have to re- 
trench.” With faith and confidence the 
workers resolved: “Our hospital shall, 
under the guidance of God, continue to 
grow and grow.” 


Property at Seventh and Sidney, 
bought in 1865 for $6,500, increased 
the capacity of the hospital to 40 or 
50 patients. 

People began demanding hospital 
care. They were beginning to realize 
that hospitals were not “a place to go 
to die” and that hospital care was in 
many cases preferable and mandatory. 

In 1883 the beautiful residence of 
Christian Lange at Ohio and Potomac 
was purchased, which, along with the 
rest of the city block (acquired 1926 


to 1952) forms the present site of the 
hospital. 


Additions in 1893, 1904, and 1927 _ 


increased the capacity to 165 beds. The 
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new 195-bed unit of the hospital, built 
and equipped at a cost of more than 
$4 million, was dedicated in 1955. The 
School of Nursing, founded in 1898 by 
Miss Louise Krauss, R.N., is celebrat- 
ing its 60th anniversary. 

The women’s auxiliary, formed in 
1898, has done much to assist the hos- 
pital. Their main effort in connection 
with the new hospital was the gather- 
ing of $25,000 for “Christ the King 
Chapel.” 

Prominent in the hospital’s history is 
Rev. E. C. Hofius, who began as part- 
time chaplain in 1917 and from 1938 
to 1955 was full-time superintendent. 

Spiritual services at the hospital have 
since 1954 been under the full-time 
supervision of Chaplain Edward J. 
Mahnke. John R. Eckrich has been 
hospital administrator since 1957. 


Hong Kong Celebrates 
Reformation Festival: 


Admission by Ticket Only 


Hong Kong members of The Lu- 
theran Church — Missouri Synod cele- 
brated Reformation Festival with a 
special service Nov. 1 in Concordia 
Lutheran School, Kowloon. The story 
of the Reformation was told in recita- 
tion, song, and sermon to a capacity 
audience. Each chapel in the Hong 
Kong and Macao area contributed a 
portion of the program. 

A chorus of more than 100 voices 
led the singing of the anthems, each 
directed by a different conductor from 
the respective chapels. School children 
from the various stations recounted 
-events of the Reformation in group 
recitations. Rev. E. H. Thode preached 
the festival sermon. Members of the 
Concordia High School brass band ac- 
companied various choruses. The en- 
tire congregation joined in the Battle 
Hymn of the Reformation. 

Since maximum seating capacity was 
1,000, tickets were distributed to the 
various stations on a quota basis, and 
entry to the service was by ticket only. 
To reduce the likelihood of any disturb- 
ance in the predominantly Chinese- 
populated British Crown Colony of 
Hong Kong, police authorities sug- 
gested the mass service be held the day 
after October 31, which is also the 
birthday of Chiang Kai-Shek. 

Missionaries G. Winkler and L. Beh- 
ling, Pastors Martin Chiang and Titus 
Lee, and evangelistic worker Andrew 
Yao formed the committee which 
planned and directed the service. 


DECEMBER 30, 1958 


News of the Church in the World " 
@ 


Briefly Told 


Forgets Cows. One of the lay visitors 
from Concordia Lutheran Church, 
Cresbard, S. Dak., became so excited 
over his PTR calls that one evening he 
forgot all about milking his cows. 


“Determined to Destroy.” Former 
Episcopal Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill, 
speaking at a dinner in his honor, said 
that “not since the Roman Empire have 
there been governments so determined 
to destroy the Christian faith.” 


ULCA in 49th State. The United 
Lutheran Church will expand its mis- 
sion work in Alaska in 1959 by organ- 
izing two new congregations. The 
ULCA now has churches in Juneau and 
Sitka. 


In 13th-Century Church. The first 
Ey. Lutheran Church of England serv- 
ice in Cambridge was held Oct. 26 in 
the Church of St. Michael and All 
Angels, built in 1323. Lutheran services 
will be held there once a month. 


Assists in England. Assistant Profes- 
sor Holland Jones of the St. Louis semi- 
nary, on sabbatical leave at Cambridge 
University, England, assisted in the in- 
stallation of Rev. Desmond Jose as 
ELCE missionary to the Grindon, Eng- 
land, mission. Rey. Floyd Bosch 
preached the installation sermon. 


110 Commissioned. The United Pres- 
byterian Church in the U. S. A. re- 
cently commissioned 110 mission work- 
ers for service in 17 foreign countries 
of both hemispheres. Included are four 


Rev. E. H. Thode (right) preaches at Reformation Rally in Concordia Lutheran 


doctors, 13 nurses, one dentist, 19 or- 
dained ministers, and a number of edu- 
cators, agricultural specialists, and con- 
struction workers. 


Stone from Areopagus. A stone from 
the Areopagus (Mars’ Hill), where 
Paul first preached to the Athenians, 
has been shipped to Richmond, Va., 
where it will become the cornerstone 
of a new Greek Orthodox church. The 
stone was a gift from the Greek govern- 
ment. 


Valpo “Loop” Extension. Valparaiso 
University next semester will open an 
adult extension at Central YMCA in 
the Chicago Loop. Tentative courses: 
business, accounting, business law, reli- 
gion, mathematics, English, education. 


First on Seaway. The first clergyman 
to sail through the St. Lawrence Seaway 
locks was Rev. Carl Brumme, Mas- 
sena, N. Y. As a chamber of commerce 
board member he was included in this 
special excursion with other community 
leaders. 


84 Per Cent. Eighty-four per cent of 
Minnesota’s public school systems co- 
operate with local Protestant and 
Roman Catholic churches in weekday 
religious education programs, nearly all 
of which are conducted on a one-hour 
weekly released-time basis. 


Egede Commemorative. Greenland 
has issued a stamp commemorating the 
200th anniversary of the death of 
Bishop Hans Egede, from whose mis- 
sionary labors, begun in 1721, the en- 
tire modern history of Greenland dates. 


School, Kowloon, Hong Kong. Li Tu interprets from Mandarin to Cantonese 


dialect. 
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“It Is to You that 
Writes 


This week marks our first year as 
missionaries in the Philippines. 

We must bow before the Cross of 
Christ and confess that there are many 
things left undone and that the work 
‘done has only been our duty. There- 
fore, what we may credit to ourselves 
gives us no reason for boasting. It is 
not our work but Christ’s, who works 
in and through us. 

During this first year I have managed 
to learn a little of the language of the 
people. I am now able to preach the 
Gospel in the Kankana-ey dialect. 
I have had the opportunity to preach 
27 sermons and to baptize 13 children. 

I still have much difficulty talking 
with the people, especially talking with 
and understanding the older people. 
Though the people are slowly beginning 
to come to me with their questions and 
problems, it is hard to convince the 
people that we are not above them but 
one with them. 

Gradually I am beginning to under- 
stand the thinking and the actions of 
the people, but how difficult this is as 
one tries to apply the Gospel to their 
pagan customs, their pagan way of 
thinking and doing things! 

During the past year I have opened 
two new stations. One, located at KM. 
39 on Mt. Trail, is in a different dialect 
area. No other Christian church is at 
work there. 

The final results of all our work 
should not and cannot be judged by us. 
God does not require results. He only 
tells us to work and to preach the Gos- 
pel in season, out of season. He will 
bring about the desired results. 


Each year we are entitled to a 
month’s vacation. We have been spend- 
ing ours at home here in Baguio. Dur- 
ing this time I have been trying to 
study the language and prepare for the 
coming work. 

Now that I have not been going to 
Mt. Trail for the past thrée weekends, 
the laymen have been conducting the 
services. Very willing to do this’ after 
some instruction, the men have even 
been preaching on texts we had worked 
out together. 

By doing this I think we are teaching 
the people where the responsibility for 
the services lies — with the members of 
the congregation. Have we lost this 
idea in the United States? 


We Are Indebted” 


a Missionary to the Philippines 


How thankful we are to God, to the 
Board for Missions in Foreign Coun- 
tries, and to you people in the United 
States that you have seen fit to send us 
three new missionaries this year! Rev. 
Gerald Wyneken is already at work in 
Manila. Rev. George Sedory is study- 
ing language here in Baguio in order 
to begin work in the new area of 
Kalinga. Rev. Arthur Erb is also study- 
ing languages to take over the work of 
Rey. Enrique Aradanas in Pangasinan. 

I wish all of you could feel the joy 
and enthusiasm that surges through a 
mission field when new men are sent 
to help in the work. May God bless 
you for the wonderful work you are 
performing when you send new mission- 
aries out to a field. We are very happy 
to send men to areas which so sorely 
need the Gospel. It is to you, the peo- 
ple who are supporting the budget, that 
we are indebted. 

I wish that all of you could have seen 
the smiles of the Kalinga people when 
we took Pastor Sedory to them and told 
them this was their new missionary. 
We are also thankful that the two 
furloughing missionaries, Rev. Arnold 
Strohschein and Rev. John Scholz, have 
returned. 


This is the first time I have written 
you concerning our budget and your 
mission budget. Now I write to you 
very reluctantly. I realize that you are 
doing much for the Lord with your 
gifts. 

In 1959 the work in the Philippines 
will be hindered because of the small 
budget we have been granted. Our 
budget has been cut because the offer- 
ings that have been received for mis- 
sions have not been as large as was 
expected. 

I plead with you, brothers and sisters 
in Christ, to consider your mission offer- 
ings very seriously. We, as missionaries, 
have been considering whether we 
should take a voluntary cut in salary so 
that this money can be used for our 
mission work. 

Whether all the missionaries decide 
to do this or not, is not the important 
thing. I state this fact only to try to 
bring out to you how serious this mat- 
ter really is. May the Holy Spirit lead 
you to do even greater works for the 
Lord. 

Baguio City 

The Philippines 


JURAINE HorNIG 
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tor Boehm. 


It Can Be Done 
In Any Rural Church 


“If it could be done here, it can be 
done in any rural church,” said Rev. 
Lester Boehm. Under his direction 
Zion Lutheran Congregation of St. Lib- 
ory, Nebr., this fall conducted a suc- 
cessful every-member visitation on 
stewardship. 

Assisting Pastor Boehm and Onen 
Simonson, general chairman, in direct- 
ing the activities of a working force of 
51 men were co-chairmen Alfred Dan- 
kert, Alvin Seim, and James Bremer. 
Ten weeks of preparation and work 
culminated in a visitation in the homes 
of all the members on Nov. 23. They 
willingly pledged a total of $20,000, 
plus an estimated $3,000—$4,000 in 
percentage pledges, an increase of ap- 
proximately $3,500 over the previous 
year. ; ' 

“Even more important than the in- 
crease in the total budget of the con- 
gregation is the increase in interest on 
the part of all our members,” says Pas- 
“Church attendance during 
the program showed a marked increase. 
We are confident that this will con- 
tinue.” 

This was the first such visitation con-_ 
ducted in the 85-year history of this 
completely rural congregation, located 
15 miles northeast of Grand Island, 
Nebr. The 320-member congregation 
maintains a parochial school. j 

As a result of the every-member visi- 
tation the congregation is taking steps 
to increase the percentage of its total 
budget for synodical purposes from 
20% to 25%. 

This visitation was part of a steward- 
ship-training program inaugurated by — 
the Southern Nebraska District’s Coun- 
selor of Missions and Stewardship, Rev. 
Waldo Werning. 

Representatives of the congregations 
in the Grand Island Circuit met in Trin- 
ity Church, Grand Island, Sept. 19, to 
hear Rev. George F. Wollenburg 4 
Pleasanton, Nebr., and Pastor Arlyn | 
Russert of Ravenna, Nebr., outline | | 
plan. Seven congregations of the cir- 
cuit participated in the area program. 
Pastor Russert and Pastor Wollenburg 
also gave assistance to individual | 
gregations. 

Reports indicate that all participating 
congregations have been blessed. 

“It is often said,” comments Pastor 
Wollenburg, “that these programs work 
in large city parishes but will not work 
in rural congregations. Here is evidence 
that when a congregation is willing to 
undertake such a program and to work 
hard at it, the blessings also follow.” 
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Have you had your face lifted? Have 
you looked up into the suffering eyes 
and at the bleeding head on the cross? 
One look ought to be enough! But we 
are made of such flimsy stuff that we 
must keep taking a second look. While 
our faces are lifted to Christ, the next 
step is plain. He says to us, as He said 
to the Twelve: “Come, follow Me!” 
He leads. He does not drive. He ex- 
pects us to follow. 


Our Savior’s business — the biggest 
in the world — is loaded with job op- 
portunities for both men and women, 
young and old. The need for young 
men in the ministry was never greater 
than it is today. The need for conse- 
crated teachers, doctors, nurses, lay 
workers of both sexes has advanced 
by leaps and bounds. Finally we have 
shed the idea that soul-winning, King- 
dom work in general, belongs solely to 
the pastor. “Our Father’s business” 
needs us. That means you! 


Have you ever thought about the 
behind-the-scenes operation it takes to 
keep your congregation going? Have 
you ever said, “The pastor and a select 
clique run things’? Have you ever 
realized that “Many hands make the 
work light” applies never more strongly 
than it does in church work? 


“What could I do? I’m not trained 
for any kind of church work.” To this 
excuse there is only one answer: Offer 
yourself to the Lord right now, just as 
you are. If you can walk, if you can 
talk, if you can add a column of figures 
correctly, if you can write and spell 
reasonably well, if you can plan and 
cook a meal, rear a child, welcome 
a guest at your front door, sing a tune, 
you have your B.A. in preparatory 
church training. The rest is experience. 


Experience is not gained on the side 
lines. Take a good running jump into 
the field of church work. There’s plenty 
of room. The weather’s fine for it! 
You are needed. 


But before you jump, lift your face! 
The motive, the reward is Christ, what 
He has done for you, and your love and 
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gratitude toward Him. Even with that 
as your guiding force you will become 
discouraged, downright upset now and 
then, but you will never say and mean 
it, “Church work is the most thankless 
job on earth!” It might seem that way 
sometimes, but the joy of working for 
the Lord, the knowledge that He is 
pleased to accept your efforts, however 
humble and elementary —these are 
enough to keep you going. 

Ask the dedicated church worker 
what makes him run. Why has he en- 
listed in God’s service? He may reply, 
“If you believe as I do, you wouldn’t 
have to ask. If you don’t believe, ex- 
planations are impossible.” 


Church organizations serve their pur- 
pose in the scheme of a congregation. 
It’s up to you to see that those pur- 
poses are kept lofty. If the ladies’ aid 
is indulging in too many money-making 
affairs and this is irritating you, speak 
up, find out why. Offer constructive 
suggestions, which, of course, indicate 
that you have done some serious think- 
ing before you speak. 

Is your congregation giving as it 
should, in proportion as God has given, 
in relation to today’s standard of living 
and rising costs? 

Would you be proud to take a 
stranger on tour through the parsonage 
you offer your pastor as living quarters? 


Is your church becoming a model for 
“This Old House” with shaky steps and 
threadbare carpet? 


Does your congregation include mis- 
sions, both home and foreign, in its 
stewardship plan? 

Service has many faces. God smiles 
on all of them. The hands plunged into 
soapy water in the church kitchen sink 
also offer divine service. The smile of 
greeting, the sympathetic visit to the 
sick or elderly, the sewing for orphans 
or the poor —all are part of the fabric 
of Christ’s business. 


Teenagers! Are you also teenagers 
for Christ? Do you belong to the Wal- 
ther League and help it grow in stature 
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and wisdom (which means more than 
your name signed to the constitution) ? 
Do you consider yourself a real mem- 
ber of Jesus’ church, not just an escapee 
from Luther’s Small Catechism? Your 
confirmation won't do you a bit of good 
if your face hasn’t been lifted! Try it, 
and really “live”! 


Men, women! You belong to a bridge 
club, PTA, the Rotary, or some polit- 
ical, study, or civic group? You can 
manage to serve as chairman of some 
committee relative to these organiza- 
tions? How about applying some of 
that talent to the church? Do you be- 
long to your ladies’ aid or voters’ as- 
sembly? Have you ever thought of be- 
ing a trustee or elder, Sunday school 
superintendent or teacher? 


Do you believe that it would be un- 
thinkable to have a child in school and 
not belong to PTA? By the same brand 
of thinking, do you belong to the Lu- 
theran Laymen’s League or to the Lu- 
theran Women’s Missionary League? 


“Go and tell!” was the Savior’s last 
command to men and women alike. 
It should be part and parcel of your 
church membership to belong to and 
support these larger groups in Synod. 

In union there is strength, also for 
those whose faces have been lifted to 
the Master in faith and the courage of 
their convictions. What you cannot do 
alone you can do in the company of 
others, with the help of your Savior. 
No Christian should isolate himself 
from the problems of his church, of his 
District, of his Synod, of the world at 
large, for all of these are his Father’s 
business. 


Have you enlisted? Has your face 
been lifted lately? If not, why not? 


MEMB€ERSHIP 


IN THE 


CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH 


By William Graumann 


Membership in the Christian Church 
is both costly and free. It cost God 
the gift of His Son. It cost the Son His 
life, for “He loved the Church and gave 
Himself for it,” Ephesians 5:25. But 
for us it is free, since we are “justified 
freely by His grace, through the re- 
demption that is in Christ Jesus,” 
Romans 3:24. 

However, the fact that our member- 
ship in the Christian Church is a free 
gift of God does not make it cheap. 
It is a precious possession. As mem- 
bers of the Church we have both high 
and holy privileges and the most sacred 
and solemn obligations. 


Our Privileges 


“Behold, what manner of love the 
Father hath bestowed upon us that we 
should be called the sons of God!” 
1 John 3:1. What a privilege to be 
children of God, no longer children 
of wrath, conceived and born in sin, 
separated from our dear Father in 
heaven! 

As members of the Christian Church 
we have the assurance of the forgive- 
ness of all our sins. “As far as the 
east is from the west, so far hath He 
removed our transgressions from us,” 
Psalm 103:12. Our iniquities do not 
haunt us like ghosts in the night. 

As Noah and his family were pro- 


tected by the ark from the waters of 
the Great Deluge, so the Christian 
Church is our hiding place from the 
floods of divine wrath over sin. God 
has been reconciled to us by His Son, 
and we are at peace with God. 

Being members of the Church, we 
have direct access to the Throne of 
Grace through Jesus, “for there is one 
God, and one Mediator between God 
and men, the Man Christ Jesus,” 1 Tim- 
othy 2:5. Our only Mediator is a will- 
ing Mediator. “Come unto Me,” He 
says to every weary and troubled soul. 
He promises: “Him that cometh to 
Me I will in no wise cast out,” John 
Ors 

The assurance of answered prayer 
is another privilege of membership in 
the Christian Church. Jesus guaran- 
tees: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in 
My name, He will give it you,” John 
16:23. True, we must wait for His time 
and way of answering, but His love 
assures us that His time is always 
right and His way is always best. 


Wonderful People 


By membership in the Christian 
Church we belong to a group of won- 
derful people. Whatever our interests, 
conditions, and differences, we have 
one aim in common —to live for 
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We Have One Aim in Common —To Live for Christ 


Christ in this life and to enjoy Him 
forever. We are “fellow citizens with 
the saints,” Ephesians 2:19. 

We belong to the glorious company 
of apostles, prophets, and all the rest 
who “have washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb,” Revelation 7:14. The believers 
on earth and the saints in glory belong 
to one Church, separated only by the 
narrow stream of death, like citizens 
of a city that lies on both sides of 
the river. 


Growing Group 


As members of the Christian Church 
we belong to a growing group. He who 
grants the growth has promised that 
His Word shall not return to Him 
empty, but it shall accomplish that 
which He pleases and shall prosper in 
the purposes for which He sent it. This 
is the one business in the world that 
cannot fail. Other undertakings may 
or may not be successful, but our “Fa- 
ther’s business” will always succeed. 
We have His promise for that. 

The holy Christian Church is a per- 
manent institution, and this, too, makes 
membership in it a privilege. Other 
institutions may rise and fall, but the 
Church will go on forever. 

Crowns and thrones may perish, 
Kingdoms rise and wane, 

But the Church of Jesus 
Constant will remain. 

Gates of hell can never 

’Gainst that Church prevail; 
We have Christ's own promise, 
And that cannot fail. 


As members of the Christian Church 
we have, security. Our future is in 
God’s hands. We are sure of this be- 
cause we are sure of God’s love. - “If 
God be for us, who can be against us? 
He that spared not His own Son but 
delivered Him up for us all, how shall 
He not with Him also freely give us 
all things?” Romans 8:31, 32. 

Most wonderful of all, as members 
of the Christian Church we have hope 
for the life to come. Though our stay 
on earth reach 70, 80, 90, or more 
years, it is short compared with end- 
less life to come. Belonging to Christ 
here, we shall be His there. 


From sorrow, toil, and pain, 

And sin we shall be free 

And perfect love and friendship reign 
Through all eternity. 


Our Responsibilities 


Blessings and privileges bring corre- 
sponding responsibilities. “Unto whom- 
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soever much is given, of him shall be 
much required,” Luke 12:48. 

Our first response to God for His 
goodness is also our first responsibil- 
ity — worship. It is our highest, holiest 
obligation. What a joy, to join our 
fellow believers in praise and adoration 
of our God! We love His house and 
the place where His honor dwells. 

We want to worship Him every day, 
not just one day in the week. As the 
sunflower turns its face to the sun 
every day, so shall we daily lift our 
hearts to God, for every morning His 
mercies are new unto us. 


Loyal Followers 


Since membership in the Christian 
Church carries with it such bountiful 
blessings, we do not want to forfeit 
our membership and lose these bless- 
ings. We will therefore frequently ex- 
amine ourselves, to see if we are still 
in the Church by sincere faith in our 
Redeemer. 

In order to strengthen that faith, by 
which we are members of the holy 
Christian Church, we unite with and 
stay with a church which diligently 
teaches and follows the whole Word 
of God. The Head of the Church said, 
John 8:31, 32: “If ye continue in My 
Word, then are ye My disciples indeed, 
and ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free” — free from 
ignorance, error, and sin. A college 
student doesn’t change colleges every 
week, “window-shopping” for knowl- 
edge. He selects a college, chooses his 
course of study, and sticks with it. 
Religious “window-shoppers” will not 
experience the spiritual growth God 
expects of them. For this reason we 
look for the church that is faithful to 
the Word of God; when we have found 
it, we try to be faithful to that church. 


Laborers, Not Loiterers 


As members of the Christian Church 
we strive to follow Christ. We are in 
the world but not of the world. A boat 
does not sink because it gets into the 
water, but because water gets into the 
boat. We do not lose faith because 
we get into the world, but because we 
let the world get into us. 

Following Christ, we receive strength 
from Him to live unto Him. He is the 
Vine, we are the branches. Without 
Him we can do nothing. But if by 
faith we remain in Him, we bring forth 
fruit — much fruit — more fruit. 

To strengthen our membership in 
the Christian Church, we diligently use 
the Word and the Sacraments. A plant 
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needs water and food for proper 
growth. As the roots of our faith go 
deep down into the nourishing soil of 
the Word, we shall be like “a tree 
planted by the rivers of-water, that 
bringeth forth his fruit in his season,” 
Psalm 1:3. 

As members of the Christian Church 
we serve our Lord. We are laborers, 
not loiterers in His vineyard; workers, 
not shirkers; gatherers, not scatterers. 
Since all we are and all we have come 
from Him, we want to use ourselves 
and what we have for Him. 

We need our Savior’s help, for by 
nature we are self-centered. Now, since 
we are His, we want to keep Him in 
the center of our lives. Our church can 
help us to live for Him. Therefore 
we co-operate with our church and do 
not just “coo” while others “operate.” 


Mutual Aid Society 


The Church is a spiritual mutual-aid 
society. Because our love reaches up 
to Him who first loved us, it also 
reaches out to those He loved. Sharing 
a burden makes it half as heavy; shar- 
ing joys makes us twice as happy. We 
love one another; so we help one 
another. 

Members of the Christian Church 
love to share their blessings. A young 
lady who has just received an engage- 
ment ring cannot keep the good news 
to herself. She “must” talk about it. 

The good news of God’s love to us 
is too good to keep to ourselves. “We 
cannot but speak the things which 
we have seen and heard,” Acts 4:20. 
We are the light of the world — we 
want to let our light shine. We are 
the salt of the earth — the world needs 
our purifying, preserving influence. 

As God multiplies His blessings and 
we in turn serve Him in His Church, 
we follow in the train of faithful wit- 
nesses who have gone before, and we 
press toward the mark for the prize 
of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus. And one day we shall hear Him 
say: “Well done, thou good and faith- 
ful servant; thou hast been faithful 
over a few things; I will. make thee 
ruler over many things; enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord,” Matthew 25:21. 


I love Thy kingdom, Lord, 

The house of Thine abode, 

The Church our blest Redeemer saved 
With His own precious blood. 


For her my tears shall fall, 

For her my prayers ascend, 

To her my cares and toils be given 
Till toils and cares shall end. 


WITNESS COMMENT + 


At the Crossing 


A few more steps, and we shall reach the cross- 
ing at which 1958 extends its welcoming hand to 1959 
and vanishes into the night. 

We stand at this intersection with mixed emotions. 
Another year with its faults and foibles, its trials and 
tears, its afflictions and crosses has passed and con- 
vinced us anew that we must through much tribulation 
enter into the kingdom of God. 

No less does the memory of our sins haunt and 
trouble us sore. There have been so many broken 
resolutions, so many worries and fears, so many doubts 
and misgivings, so many sins of commission and omis- 
sion to grieve our loving Father above. Yet He neither 
charged our sins against us nor on their account for- 
sook us, but graciously provided for all our wants and 
preserved us in His forgiving grace. 

We have no reason to expect 1959 to be kinder to 
us than the year that now lies behind us. The Savior’s 
word still holds true: “In this world ye shall have tribu- 
lation.” And so it must be. But He assures us that 
those very things which seem so inconsistent with His 
loving care — suffering, sorrows, tears — actually work 
together for our good. Pain as well as joy, adversity 
as well as prosperity, unrest as well as peace, sickness 
as well as health, death as well as life— all must 
under His benign governance contribute toward the 
eternal well-being of those who love and serve Him. 
“Be of good cheer,” He says, “I have overcome the 
world.” 

With this confident trust we boldly cross the boun- 
dary and venture forth into the thickly veiled twelve- 
month, casting all our cares upon our gracious God 
and Lord in the conviction that He cares for us. 


Religion on the Campus 


Among the most frequented places on today’s college 
campuses, college administrators say, are Lutheran stu- 
dent centers with their program offerings of Bible-cen- 
tered discussions, worship, and service projects. 

The Christian religion is recognized as a proper and 
necessary factor in higher education. 

From Synod’s Commission on College and Univer- 
sity Work and from pastors and parents come exciting 
reports that our young people are not only kept in the 
faith but are strengthened in it during their college 
years. This is accomplished through the spiritual minis- 
trations of our 32 full-time and over 500 part-time 
campus pastors. 

Our Commission also reports considerable evangelis- 
tic activity by our youth groups on campus. Students 
and faculty members with little or no church background 
are being won to the faith. During the past school year 
372 students and 21 faculty members were gained for 
Christ. 
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To conservation, reclamation, and recruitment for 
Christ our campus ministries add an important fourth 
objective — training in the exercise of faith. Through 
skilled counseling, campus pastors guide students in the 
performance of Christian services. 

However, we cannot expect our campus pastors to 
do for our sons and daughters what we ourselves have 
failed to do for them. Students brought up and nour- 
ished in the faith will by the grace of God continue to- 
grow in it. Those who come with little experience of the ~ 
indwelling Christ will not find much use for Him at 
college. Young men and women who at college discard 
their religion are generally those who did not bring with 
them a religion worth keeping. 

For the immediate present, parents of college stu- 
dents should not fail to report their names and addresses 
to the Commission on College and University Work 
Your pastor will be glad to forward the information. 

For a long-range program we ought to be preparing 
our youth now for the day when they will begin life away 
from the restraints of home. Now is the time to fill” 
their hearts with faith and love. . 


In Good Hands 


What the future holds in store for our church de- 
pends to a large degree on how our young people 
learn to confess their Savior and to serve Him. 

Here is one teenager’s response to the Gospel. Only 
a few months ago this young lady did not know her — 
Savior. When she found Him in one of our Midwest — 
churches, she immediately began witnessing to friends. 
Then she moved to another city. Concerned about the 
spiritual welfare of her friends and grateful for her 
own faith, she wrote to her pastor: 

I hope things at Trinity are coming along fine. | 

I often wish I could be back there with all of you. 

I know Ill always think of Trinity as my church, 


9 
since it was there I first came to know the Lord | 
Jesus Christ as my Savior. Now I’m going to an- 4a 
other Trinity . . . teaching in the congregation’s 5 | 
vacation Bible school. 
I recently learned that Mary was confirmed. A 
I hear that . . . has been attending church this sum- . | 
mer. I’m so glad that she, too, found happiness at } 
Trinity. I wrote to her, and she seems to be very 7 


happy about her decision. 

I’m looking forward to going into youth leader- 
ship training. Sometimes the idea scares me because 
a short time ago it was the farthest thing from my 
mind. The Lord has definitely called me to this 
work; so I know I'll be able to do it. 


When young followers of the Savior show such — 
Christian conviction and concern, their elders can be q 
certain that the church of today and tomorrow is in 
good hands. And shouldn’t every congregation make 
determined and sustained efforts to support the church’s 
youth program? 
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By Henry F. KROHN 
Brule, Nebr. 


Untold history and undying 
devotion are interwoven in the 
rural churches of America. In 
plots of ground near many of 
these churches rest famous pio- 
neers of Synod. Tourists may gape in wonder at ma- 
jestic city churches, but few have a spot so dear in the 
heart of the average American as some of the houses 
of worship dotting the countryside. 


To a great extent rural and small-town churches 
have sent their sons and daughters into the Gospel 
ministry and have contributed freely toward missions. 
What would many urban congregations be without the 
members who came from rural churches? 


Tremendous changes, however, have taken place in 
rural America. Old-fashioned farmhouses — prim and 
upright, with long, narrow windows, or sturdy eight- 
room mansions — have ‘given way to air-conditioned, 
ranch-type homes. The Model-T has been replaced by 
powerful swept-wing vehicles that glide over smooth 
turnpikes. 

A remarkable revolution in agriculture has also 
occurred. The early farmer, working with binders and 
a threshing crew of about 14, labored a week to garner 
his grain. Today one combine harvests the wheat with 
greater ease and in less time. 

A typical farmer knows something about genetics, 
operates much machinery, plans soil conservation proj- 
ects, and keeps financial records. 

As farms become larger and require fewer workers, 
thousands of people from the rural areas have migrated 
to the cities. In Nebraska, for example, 59 public 
school districts are reported merging. Of the 151 con- 
gregations in the Southern Nebraska District 41 have 
fewer than 100 communicants, 77 fewer than 150, and 


Loose 


That’s My Church 


Last month we tracked down that statement until 
we found solid ground. Where the Word and Sacra- 
ments are in action, there is God, there are believing 
people, there is the church. 

Now let us look at the “my.” The church does not 
belong to me; I belong to the church. So we cannot 
mean ownership when we talk of “my” church. It is 
there without us; but without it we are lost. 

Yet there is a way in which we can rightly speak 
of “my” church. This is when we indicate a particular 
church and want to say: what that church stands for 
is what I stand for. 

This is a necessary statement because, sadly, there 
are many churches which more or less stand for many 
different things. If the Gospel is precious to us, we 
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GUEST EDITORIAL 


Rural Churches Can Still Flourish 


President, Southern Nebraska District 


107 fewer than 200. Twenty-one congregations are 
vacant. Others need teachers. 


“Why do our pastors and teachers leave us?” some 
of these congregations are asking. “What’s wrong? Is 
the rural church only training men for urban parishes?” 


However, in view of improved roads, better trans- 
portation, and other changes, the question should per- 
haps be this: “Do we really have a shortage of pastors 
and teachers — or do we have too many congregations?” 
Their problems call for sympathetic but wise considera- 
tion, for stewardship of manpower and _ financial re- 
sources is involved. 


The District Rural Life Commission, which co-oper- 
ates with the synodical commission, has developed a 
program for the consolidation or amalgamation of con- 
gregations and offers its services to help rural churches 
solve their specific problems. 


Three neighboring congregations, each with fewer 
than 70 communicants, recently formed one parish. 
They now have a pastor. New life and satisfaction 
appears in each of the congregations. 


When two other congregations of the District — 
each for more than 50 years had its own pastor — 
felt the impact of modern changes and membership 
losses, they, too, applied for and received a ministerial 
candidate. Another pair of congregations will call a 
candidate; two more churches are issuing a joint call. 


Rural churches are thus beginning to solve their 
problems so that the Gospel of the changeless Christ 
can be proclaimed in this changing world. In His hands 
the acres that produced the funds to build churches, 
schools, and parsonages can still bring forth their in- 
crease to carry on the modern church’s work. Under 
Him who is the same yesterday, today, and forever, 
rural churches can still flourish. 


Leaves 


cannot bear to have it blurred or denied. It must ring 
out clear and true. If the Word and Sacraments are 
muffled or diminished, so is the church. Where Word 
and Sacraments have full sway, in that gathering of 
Christians where these ring out clear and pure, there 
I would belong, and that is what I may gladly call “my” 
church. 


Unqualified loyalty to my Lord and Savior, who 
deals with me through Word and Sacraments, works 
sideways too. I will proclaim this Gospel to my fellow 
man. This proclamation, too, must be strong and clear. 
Therefore I identify myself with that church whose 
declarations give Christ His full honour in undiminished 
loyalty to His Word and Sacraments. Happy are they 
who clearly declare this by saying: “That’s my church.” 


British Lutheran 
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From Silo — 60 pastors and teachers. 


12 


Emmaus ae) and St. John’s (right) merged into Cone aritn (below), 


Hoisington, Kans. 
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There's Li 


Many people are migrating from — 
rural areas to urban centers. Few 
young couples can afford to buy farm 
land and equipment. Larger farms with 
modern machinery require fewer work- — 
ers. All this points up the fear often 
felt for the rural church in America, — 


The Missouri Synod has reason for 
concern too. About 50% of our con- — 
gregations classify as rural. Today 33% : 
of the young people preparing to be } 
pastors and teachers in our church 
come from rural congregations. 


Multiple Parish 


“Silo” (Immanuel) Lutheran Church, _ 


Lewiston, Minn., a 296-member rural 
congregation, has given Synod about 


60 pastors and teachers. 


The “Silo” does not come from the 
silos in the area but is German for 
Shiloh, the place where Israel set up 
the tabernacle in the Holy Land. 


Immanuel Church’s Christian day 
school, now staffed by three teachers, 
is largely responsible for recruiting 
young people for the church profes- 
sions. 


The Silo church’s pastor, Rev. Harold 
C. Braun, also serves the 158 members 
of Grace Congregation, Stockton, Minn. — 


This arrangement — the multiple 
parish — is one answer to the problem 
of the small rural church. 


Mergers 
Another solution for the problems 
of many rural churches lies in the 
merging of several small ones. 


Emmaus Church, Hoisington, Kans., 
and St. John’s Church, 12 miles north 
of Hoisington, merged early this year 
to form Concordia Church with 400 
souls and 300 communicants. 


It is not easy to combine two con- 
gregations which have for many years 
operated independently. But Concordia 
is a happy congregation, setting an ex- 
ample for other rural churches. 
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Central Schools 
Many churches in farming commu- 
nities find it hard to get teachers for 
the day school. Most rural schools are 
small; so is the teacher’s salary. 


When St. Paul’s School in Knoke, 
Iowa, could not obtain a teacher this 
year, the congregation bought a school 
bus to transport its children to Pomeroy, 
six miles away. 


More central schools would help alle- 
viate the teacher shortage. 


When the City Spreads Out 
While most rural areas find their peo- 
ple moving into the city, the reverse is 
true at Freistadt, Wis. Milwaukee peo- 
ple are moving out that way. 


Trinity, Freistadt, oldest Lutheran 
congregation in the state, has adjusted 
to this trend. For many years the par- 
ish had a “small” and a “large” school. 
To a third school, built in 1927, Trinity 
recently added five classrooms and an 
auditorium. 


Rural churches within commuting 
distance of large cities can expect sim- 
ilar developments. 


Evangelism 
Many of our rural churches are alive 
with an evangelistic spirit, too, which 
is not satisfied to say die as the old 
members pass away Or move on. 


In western Iowa 150 churches con- 
ducted 11 evangelism missions in stra- 
tegic centers during the week of Octo- 
ber 26—30. From Sunday to Thursday 
14,170 members invited 24,128 un- 
churched neighbors to “come and hear 
the Word of the Lord.” 


To assist rural churches in the use 
of the best methods, to encourage amal- 
gamation where it is wise, to promote 
evangelism, to watch new trends, the 
Rural Life Commission of Synod’s 
Home Mission Board has developed a 
helpful program which is regularly 
channeled to rural congregations. 
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Synod’s Rural Life 
Commission  (l.—+.), 
first row: W. J. Stel- 
ling, H. H. Wiech- 
mann (chairman), 
Chas. Brandt; second 
row: M. A. Pullmann, 
Herman Wachtel, 
Wm. J. Knoke; third 
row: Omar Rau, 
Theo. Bartell, Wm. 
Baehr (secretary). 


Little, big, 
and bigger schools at Freistadt 


One of Matthews’ Sunday schools. 


Lorenzo Matthews 


Evangelist 
conducts children’s meetings, 
vacation Bible schools, and Sun- 
day schools across Trinidad, 
British West Indies. His only 
source of Sunday school mate- 


rial is the Concordia Tract Mis- 


sion. 


The Concordia Tract Mission 


A GLOBAL MINISTRY 


For 10 years a steady stream of Gos- 
pel tracts, Scripture portions, Bibles, 
and Sunday school leaflets sped to far 
corners of the world from Jerseyville, 
Ill. In addition, millions of copies of 
the World Wide Evangelist, an evan- 
gelistic paper, were regularly mailed to 
pastors, teachers, and laymen. 

This ministry, known as The World 
Wide Evangelist Press, Inc., was di- 
rected by Rev. Arthur O. Kaul, pastor 
of Hope Lutheran Church, Jerseyville. 

Now located in St. Louis with his 


World Wide Evangelist staff, Pastor 
Kaul directs the Concordia Tract Mis- 
sion, recently organized with the ap- 
proval of Synod and Concordia Pub- 
lishing House through their boards of 
directors. 

Circles Globe 


The project, started with a mimeo- 
graphed paper, now circles the globe. 
In an average month hundreds of pack- 
ages of Gospel leaflets are mailed out. 

Some tracts in Filipino dialects and 
other languages are prepared gratis for 
distribution through the Lutheran Hour 
office in Manila. 

Many tracts are distributed in army 
barracks, in leper colonies, and in back- 
ward areas. Former heathen and also 
Christian groups distribute native-lan- 
guage Gospel tracts in Indonesia. 

Tracts in Arabic go to Lebanon, Iraq, 
and Jordan. Some infiltrate Palestine. 
Nasser of the United Arab Republic 
confiscated the only Christian printing 
press in Egypt. It was a former source 
for 40 million tracts to the Middle East 
in four languages. 

Hundreds of thousands of tracts in 
three languages are sent to Africa and 
India. Christian distributors in these 
areas rejoice when their regular supply 
arrives. 

In the United States, prisoners are 
able to read the Gospel through the 
tracts sent to prison workers. Homes 
for the aged, rescue missions, doctors’ 


offices, and individual shut-ins receive 
the tracts, which are often mailed on to 
others. 

Congregations, pastors, and church 
groups use many thousands of tracts 
and papers. Christians distribute the 
tracts with enthusiasm everywhere in 
America. 


A Work of Faith 


This work of faith, dependent on 
God and the gifts of His people every- 
where, began in February 1949, Pastor 
Kaul, serving as an evangelist (trailer 
mission) in the Southern Illinois Dis- 
trict, felt the need for more information 
and inspiration on the use of tracts. 


One evening he and Glenn Smith, — 


Spirit-led to the Christian faith through 
tent evangelism, mimeographed 250 
copies of the World Wide Evangelist. 

“The mimeograph machine was 
broken down and old,” Pastor Kaul re- 
calls. “It took us all night to get 250 
good copies.” 

The first copies were distributed in 
the local hospital and business establish- 
ments. The first token of God’s bless- 
ing came when a patient in the local 
hospital became a Christian. 

Dying, but fearful of death, he asked 
the nurse to call the pastor who had 
given him the Evangelist. He became 
a Christian and died in the peace of 
sins forgiven by grace through faith in 
the Lord Jesus. 

Seven thousand copies of the second 


Christian in Lisbon, Portugal, gives out tracts. 
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issue rolled off the presses of the local 
printer. With each issue circulation 
increased until at one time it reached 
a peak of 50,000 for one edition. 
A total of more than five million copies 
have been disiributed. 

_ At first the paper circulated largely 
among the clergy. Immediate response 
and encouragement came from every- 
where. One of the first letters of en- 
couragement came from Dr. Walter A. 
Maier. 


Tracts 


To help alcoholics, Glenn Smith 
wrote “J Will Deliver Thee,” a tract 
dealing with God’s grace in bringing 
him to faith in Christ. The response to 
Mr. Smith’s tract encouraged his pastor 
to continue spreading the Gospel by 
means of tracts. 

About 250,000 copies of “I Will De- 
liver Thee” in English and Biloc have 
been distributed around the world. The 
Smith tract has been the subject of 
discussion in Bible classes and pulpits. 

In April 1955 Werner Schaffner, 
Sunday school superintendent of the 
Jerseyville congregation, entered the 
work of tract distribution. This layman 
invested meager savings in a small job- 
printing press. Trusting in the Lord to 
provide for his livelihood, he began to 
print Gospel tracts. By the end of the 
first month 35,000 tracts were printed. 

At the request of Rev. Herbert Kretz- 
mann, head of the Manila Lutheran 
Hour office, the World Wide Evangelist 
Press agreed to print tracts for distribu- 
tion in the Philippines. Now Gospel 
tracts are printed in six Filipino and 
one Indonesian dialect. Tracts in two 
more dialects are in process. 

Several days before the request from 
Manila arrived another letter came. 
It was from an elderly woman. “J have 
always been interested in mission work 
in the Philippines,” she wrote. “Please 
use this gift [$25] to spread the Gospel 
over there.” 


Evangelistic street meeting in Southern India provides op- 
portunity to spread the Gospel through leaflets. 


DECEMBER 30, 1958 


A New Press 


To meet the growing need for tracts 
of many types in many languages, the 
Jerseyville group in 1957 bought a new 
automatic printing press. A down pay- 
ment of $1,000 — gifts from Chris- 
tians — was made for the press. The 
balance was paid in monthly install- 
ments, as Christians supported the 
global distribution of tracts. 

Millions of tracts, papers, and pas- 
tors’ printing supplies were printed and 
mailed to Africa, India, and other 
countries, to missionaries, evangelists, 
schools, teachers, converts, and heathen. 


Sunday School Leaflets 


About a year ago a need arose for 
mailing Sunday school leaflets over- 
seas. They are especially helpful in 
reaching and teaching the illiterate. 

More than 100,000 leaflets have been 
mailed out during the past year. Many 
congregations and individuals send in 
their used leaflets for worldwide distri- 
bution, often including postage for over- 
seas shipment. 


Concordia Tract Mission 


Synod has always been aware of the 
need for tract distribution. Concordia 
Publishing House has been conducting 
tract printing for many years. However, 
individual Christians and congregations 
throughout the world have shown a new 
interest in tract distribution and use. 

Therefore Synod’s Board of Direc- 
tors, together with the Board of Di- 
rectors of Concordia Publishing House, 
approved the organization of the Con- 
cordia Tract Mission, with Pastor Kaul 
as director. The former World Wide 
Evangelist staff of secretary and printer 
continues to work with him. 

Proceeds from the sale of the group’s 
equipment have been placed into the 

(Continued on page 20) 


Pastor Kaul 


Through the printed Gospel mes- 
sage the Spirit brought this Ghana 
native to the Christian faith, 


Ten million Hindus on Jan. 25, 1958, tried to wash away 
their sins in the “sacred” Ganges River, then visited the 


handed out. 


festival fair, where thousands of Christian tracts were 


” Prophets 


Seek God! Find Life! 


Amos 5:6: “Seek the Lord, and ye 
shall live.” 


When our Lord said, “Seek, and ye 
shall find,” He gave us a timely motto 
for the new year. Yet He did not tell 
us specifically what we are to seek or 
what we shall be permitted to find. For 
one answer to this question we may 
turn to the prophet Amos and hear him 
say, “Seek God, and ye shall find life.” 

He said that not just once, but three 
times. This suggests that his people 
were seeking other goals and objectives. 
What were they searching for? They 
were running to the sanctuaries at 
Bethel and Gilgal and seeking other 
gods. They were looking for silk-cov- 
ered couches, ivory-studded houses, de- 
sirable vineyards — things that could 
bring only shame, frustration, and ruin. 

We often engage in such misdirected 
seeking. We tend to put “all these 
things [that] shall be added” ahead of 
the more important first things. We 
forget that profit and luxury, comfort 
and pleasure are vanities of this world, 
and unwittingly we run the risk of mak- 
ing little gods of them. We look up to 
our sports heroes, TV idols, and other 
popular entertainers, imagining that 


they are our primary sources of joy. | 


Our seeking needs proper direction. 


_ At the turn of the year Amos bids us 
_ to seek God and His righteousness. We 


are to seek Him, not with our own 


_ deeds. and sacrifices, but through the 


righteousness of His Son Jesus. Only 


_ then will the Lord of hosts be with us. 


We are to seek God with the penitent 
recognition that He dwells with those 


' who are “of a contrite and humble 


spirit.” We are to seek Him with the 


_ confident assurance that He will indeed 
_ be gracious to the remnant of Joseph. 


letting Himself be found. 


We are to seek God now, during this 
new year of grace, while He is still 


Then we shall find life. What kind 


of life? The life that is lived in God’s 


ways, the life that consists in walking 


in the footsteps of Jesus. We shall learn — 


_ to hold our present life in our own 


hand continually, ready to give it up at 


any time for Christ’s sake. 


Then we shall find that life which 


_ means an abiding fellowship with our 


k 
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Lord, an unsullied sharing of His love, 
an unbroken enjoyment of His peace. 
ALFRED VON ROHR SAUER 
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Some denominations reject all verbal 
creeds, all formulated confessions of 
faith. The Lutheran Church, however, 
not only has adopted creeds but has 
put them into the very heart and center 
of her liturgy. This reflects the con- 
cern of Lutheranism for Christian doc- 
trine and truth. 

By making the Creed focal in worship 
the Lutheran Church holds high the 
banner of her faith and informs all 
those present who God is and what 
her convictions are regarding Him. 


The Nicene Creed 


In her chief service, the Order of the 
Holy Communion, the Lutheran Church 
confesses her faith in the words of the 
Nicene Creed. The Creed bears this 
name because it sums up the belief pro- 
claimed at the Council of Nicaea, 
ASD as25, 

The Nicene Creed not only is re- 
markably clear, poetic, and beautiful, 
but it also gives special prominence 
to the deity of Jesus. We think, for ex- 
ample, of the words of the Second 
Article, which says of Christ: “the only- 
begotten Son of God, begotten of His 
Father before all worlds, God of God, 
Light of Light, Very God of Very God, 
Begotten, not made, Being of one sub- 
stance with the Father, By whom all 
things were made.” Small wonder that 
the Church saw fit to use this wonderful 
and rich Creed in her chief service of 
worship. 

The Apostles’ Creed 


The Apostles’ Creed is chiefly the 
baptismal creed of the Church; it is part 
of our baptismal rite. For many years 
the Nicene Creed, too, was used as a 
baptismal creed. That is why both 
creeds use, not “we believe” but “I be- 
lieve.” 

Unlike the Nicene Creed, the Apos- 
tles’ Creed was not formulated by 
church councils; its rise and develop- 
ment have been traced to various needs 
of the Church during the first six cen- 
turies of the Christian era. Its name 
suggests that the Church of later ages, 
like that assembled on the first Pente- 
cost, seeks to continue steadfastly in 
the “apostles’ doctrine,” Acts 2:42. An 
old tradition among Lutherans is to use 
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The Creed 


the Apostles’ Creed in those preaching 
services conducted on Sunday mornings 
in which Holy Communion is not cele- 
brated. 

The Athanasian Creed 


The third “ecumenical creed” of the 
Church is the Athanasian Creed (The 
Lutheran Hymnal, p. 53). It was 
named after St. Athanasius (died A. D. 
373), a stanch defender of Christian 
truth and a strong opponent of those 
who denied the doctrine of the Holy 
Trinity. 

The Athanasian Creed is used but 
rarely in Christian services of worship; 
this is due in part to its involved 
character and length. The General 
Rubrics of our Church permit it to be 
used in the Order of Matins on Trinity 
Sunday to replace the Psalm. Some 
congregations use it on this Sunday to 
replace the Nicene or the Apostles’ 
Creed. 

The Te Deum 


Luther was of the opinion that the 
Te Deum Laudamus (The Lutheran 
Hymnal, pp. 35—37) is sufficiently 
Trinitarian and rich in content to war- 
rant its being regarded as a Creed of the 
Church. It is an old Lutheran tradi- 
tion to sing the Te Deum often, espe- 
cially on the feast and festival days of 
the Church Year. Many regard the 
Te Deum as the foremost canticle of 
the Christian Church. 


The Creed May Be Sung 


The Creed should not always be 
spoken. Its glorious content should in- 
cite us to sing it occasionally. The 
choir may sing or chant it. 

Hymn versions of the Creed are: 
No. 252 of The Lutheran Hymnal, the 
Apostles’ Creed; No. 251, the Nicene 
Creed. Though more popular and more 
widely sung, the first tune of No. 251 is 
inferior to the second; the first phrase 
of its music fails to suggest the majestic 
and stanch character of the Nicene 
Creed. The second tune is the historic 
and also the better tune. Some adults 
react unfavorably to this tune, but chil- 
dren will learn and sing it readily, 
especially if they are taught by a capable 
church musician. 

WALTER E, BUuSZzIN 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


What’ the 
ANSWER? 


@ Who sins against the Holy Ghost? 


@® Commune patient in a coma? 


@ When Christ died, did God die? 


sy Question: Has a person who 
é unworthily receives Holy 

Communion committed the 
unpardonable sin — the sin against 
the Holy Ghost? 


Answer: No. Without in the least 
minimizing the grievous sin of receiving 
Holy Communion with an impenitent 
and unbelieving heart, concerning 
which the Lord gave the Corinthians 
clear proof of His displeasure (1 Cor. 
11:30), the unforgivable sin against the 
Holy Ghost is one of willfully and stub- 
bornly resisting the gracious work of 
the Holy Ghost in one’s heart. (Matt. 
i2eoi, Mark 3:28, 29: Luke 12:10; 
1 John 5:16) 

The sin against the Holy Ghost is 
not simply that a man dies in unbelief. 
All who are damned perish because of 
their unbelief, yet they did not all com- 
mit the unpardonable sin. Nor does 
everyone who resists the Holy Spirit 
make himself guilty of this sin, nor he 
who through ignorance or sudden temp- 
tation or fear opposes the Gospel of 
Christ, with which the Holy Ghost is 
confronting him. Examples of this are 
the apostles Paul (1 Tim. 1:13) and 
Peter (Matt. 16:23; Luke 22:61, 62), 
concerning both of whom we know that 
they received mercy. 

“The sin against the Holy Ghost is 
committed when, after the Holy Ghost 
has convinced a person in his heart of 
the divine truth, that person neverthe- 
less not only rejects the truth he is con- 
vinced of, but also blasphemes it. . . 
The sin against the Holy Ghost is com- 
mitted not against the person but 
against the office of the Holy Ghost; 
it is the willful and determined sup- 
pression of the inner conviction 
wrought by the Holy Ghost.” (F. Pie- 
per, Christian Dogmatics, 1, 573) 

Let everyone who fears he has com- 
mitted this sin know that he has not 
committed it. His concern and the 
longing of his heart not to be shut out 
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from the forgiveness of sins through 
Christ is ample proof that he has not 
become guilty of it. Relief will come 
to him if in spirit he steps beneath Cal- 
vary’s cross and remembers Jesus’ 
words: “Him that cometh to Me I will 
in no wise cast out.” (John 6:37) 
de refuse Communion to a pa- 
tient who lapses into a coma 
before his request can be granted? 


Question: Should a_ pastor 


Answer: Yes. He has no choice in 
the matter. On the one hand, the pa- 
tient is in no position to examine him- 
self, as Holy Writ requires (1 Cor. 
11:28, 29), nor has the pastor the op- 
portunity to solicit from him a confes- 
sion of sins and of his faith in Christ 
and His gracious presence in the Sac- 
rament. On the other hand, receiving 
the Sacrament in a state of coma will 
not benefit the patient. 

Holy Communion is a means of 
grace instituted by our Lord for the 
special comfort and strengthening of 
those who humbly confess their sins 
and hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness. It is not a medicine which does 
its work whether the individual is con- 
scious or not, or which will, as some 
seem to suppose, help to restore the 
patient to health or contribute to a 
blessed death for him. Holy Commun- 
ion, in bringing to the sick person as 
a pledge of divine pardon the selfsame 
body and blood of Jesus Christ through 
the sacrifice of which we are reconciled 
to God, is intended to strengthen and 
confirm him in his faith. He is to be 
assured that his sins are forgiven by 
God, that he is God’s own, and that 
nothing shall be able to separate him 
from the love of God which is in Christ 
Jesus. That purpose of the Sacrament 
can be accomplished only in one who 
understands the nature and blessing of 
the Sacrament and consciously receives 
it with a penitent and believing heart. 
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Question: Is it proper to say 
that when Christ died, God 


2 
= died? 


Answer: Yes, because the Bible it- 
self speaks thus. But the matter must 
be correctly understood. This state- 
ment cannot be made concerning the 
Triune God as such, for He is eternal, 
changeless, without beginning and with- 
out end (Ps. 102:27; Is. 40:28; 43:10; 
Rom, 16:26) 1 imsy 13175563116) abut 
it is very much in order to speak thus 
with respect to Jesus, because the Bible 
does so. (Acts 2:23; 3:15; 1 John 1:7) 

Holy Scripture specifically states that 
Jesus was made of the Seed of David 
according to the flesh (Rom. 1:3) and 
that He was put to death in the flesh 
(1 Peter 3:18). Jesus was born and 
He also died according to His human 
nature, not according to His divine 
nature. But because Christ is both God 
and man in one person, Scripture 
ascribes to the entire Jesus that which 
properly belongs only to the one na- 
ture. Thus the apostle Peter told the 
Jews that they had killed the Prince, 
the Author, the Giver of life, their God, 
and in 1 Cor. 2:8 the apostles Pant 
charged that they crucified the Lord of 
glory. 

Is this bewildering to our mortal 
mind? Let us not be dismayed, but re- 
member the words of St. Paul: “With- 
out controversy great is the mystery 
of godliness: God was manifest in the 
flesh” (1 Tim. 3:16). Both the birth 
and the death of Jesus are miracles of 
divine grace which we cannot fathom 
but must accept in faith. It is the fact 
that He was the true God which made 
His death according to His human na- 
ture the effective ransom for our sins. 

Let us remember this when we sing 
the Lenten hymn: 


O sorrow dread! 
God’s Son is dead! 


We have a divine Savior. 
O. E. SOHN 
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LWML Lists 
Over 192,000 
Members 


League membership now _ totals 
192,513 in 4,550 congregational socie- 
ties, members of the LWML Board of 
Directors learned at their annual ses- 
sion in St. Louis, Nov. 11 and 12. The 
totals represent a 12-month increase of 
284 units and 16,946 members. 

Mrs. Arthur Preisinger, president of 
the league, welcomed 19 newly elected 
district presidents attending their first 
meeting of the board. 

Mission offerings of the 37 districts 
exceeded $100,000 from August 15, 
1957, to October 15, 1958—a new 
record for that period. 


Current mission projects totaling 


$200,000 have been completed or are 
in progress. New projects, to be sub- 
mitted to the 1959 convention, include 


I 


G. W. Hoyer W. J. Werning 


a parsonage-student center for the deaf, 
Edmonton, Alta., Can., $33,000; Philip- 
pine seminary, $80,000; combination 
administration building and dormitory 
for coeducational high school in Vitoria, 
Espirito Santo, Brazil, $75,000; high 
school, Hanno, Japan, $60,000; chapel 
unit for Fairbanks, Alaska, $60,000. 

Elected to the nominating committee 
were: Miss Della Wolf, Glencoe, Minn., 
chairman; Mrs. Wilbur Kaspar, Peoria, 
Ill.; Mrs. Albert Schroeder, Madison, 
Wis.; Mrs. F. A. Eggert, Topeka, Kans.; 
Mrs. Frank Kothe, Shreveport, La. 

Mrs. W. C. Hagemann, Park Falls, 
Wis., and Mrs. Howard Davis, Durham, 
N. C., were named to the editorial staff; 
Mrs. Elmer Fischer, Utah-Idaho Dis- 
trict, to the Christian Growth com- 
mittee. 

Rev. Waldo J. Werning, Lincoln, 
Nebr., was chosen topic editor for the 
Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly. He will 
fill the unexpired term of Prof. George 
W. Hoyer, who found it necessary to 
relinquish the editorship. 

At the Christian Growth session on 
Tuesday evening Rey. R. C. Muhly was 


18 


guest speaker, Dr. O. E. Feucht led 
a Bible hour, and Mrs. Earl C. Muck, 
Portland, Oreg., Christian Growth com- 
mittee chairman, presided. 

The league’s district presidents are: 
Alberta-British Columbia, Mrs. Rein- 
hold Hennig; Atlantic, Mrs. Lucie 
Hahn; California-Nevada, Mrs. Floyd 
Schelby; Central, Miss Olga Kaiser; 
Central Illinois, Mrs. Wilbur Kaspar; 
Chesapeake, Mrs. Henry Kroll; Colo- 
rado, Mrs. Oscar Fischer; Eastern, Miss 
Hella Hillger; English, Mrs. Dan Lud- 
wig; Florida-Georgia, Mrs. Esther 
Fischer; Gulf States, Mrs. Franz 
Schenk; Iowa East, Mrs. Ed. Guetzko; 
Iowa West, Mrs. L. Patterson; Kansas, 
Mrs. F. A. Eggert; Laurentian, Mrs. 
E. H. Polster; Louisiana, Mrs. Frank 
Kothe; Manitoba-Saskatchewan, Mrs. 
John McHugh; Michigan, Mrs. Harold 
Rammler; Minnesota, Miss Della Wolf; 
Montana, Mrs. Leo Konopatzke; North 
Dakota, Mrs. Fred Fiechtner; North 
Wisconsin, Mrs. Robert Kroenke; 
Northern Illinois, Mrs. Theo. Barkow; 
Northern Nebraska, Mrs. Henry Tu- 
chenhagen; Oklahoma, Mrs. H. E. 
Kehr; Ontario, Mrs. Herbert Mehling; 
Oregon, Mrs. Walter Kahle; South Da- 
kota, Mrs. Leonard Mueller; South Wis- 
consin, Mrs. Albert Schroeder; South- 
eastern, Mrs. L. B. Pense; Southern 
California, Mrs. Walter Rosenbrock; 
Southern Illinois, Mrs. E. F. Schoen- 
leber; Southern Nebraska, Mrs. Henry 
Lammel; Texas, Mrs. E. A. Kramer; 
Utah-Idaho, Mrs. Herbert Zafft; Wash- 
ington, Mrs. W. P. Hartman; Western, 
Mrs. P. Walkenhorst. 


Name Change 
For Walther 
League? 


When the Walther League’s 41 dis- 
trict presidents and treasurers met last 
month for their annual Upward Call 
Conference at Williams Bay, Wis., the 
possibility of changing the league’s 
name was an important business item. 

The name “Walther,” it was generally 
felt, means little or nothing to the 
American and Canadian public. The 
youth officers also felt that “Walther” 
could not be readily identified with 
Lutheranism. Several district presidents 
stated that informal polls among Lu- 
theran youth in their districts revealed 
an almost total lack of knowledge of 
Dr. C. F. W. Walther, the Missouri 
Synod’s first President. 

General concern was expressed about 
witnessing to the Christian Lutheran 
faith through a more understandable 
name. Attention was called to the fact 
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Professor Kuhlmann (left) and Pastor 


Roeder receive life memberships in the 
Walther League. 


that the other two lay organizations of — 


Synod —LLL and LWML — contain 
the name “Lutheran.” 

Final decision on the proposed name 
change may not be made, if at all, 
for several years. During the coming 
months Walther Leaguers will be given 
an opportunity to discuss the pros and 
cons of dropping the “Walther.” 

No specific new name was suggested 
as an ideal choice. 
pointed out that other Lutheran youth 
groups of the Synodical Conference, 
such as the Slovak Synod, and those in 
Australia, England, and Brazil, use the 
name of Luther in the organization’s 
name. Among possible names sug- 
gested for the Walther League are: 
Luther League Association, Luther 
League — Missouri Synod, Interna- 
tional Luther League, Lutheran Youth 
Association, Lutheran Youth Fellow- 
ship. 

Two pioneer members and originators 


of the Walther League’s annual Talent 


Festival were awarded honorary life 
memberships in the league at the Up- 
ward Call Conference. Prof. Gustave 
A. Kuhlmann, St. John’s College, Win- 
field, and Rev. Paul J. Roeder, Chicago, 
received certificates of recognition and 
gold keys for their 25 years of work in 
encouraging the development of talent 
among Lutheran youth. 

Chairmen of Synodical District youth 
boards, which alert congregations to the 
value of Walther League affiliation, 
also met for three days to consider ways 
and means of helping the cause of youth 
work throughout Synod. Synod’s Board 
for Young People’s Work, Dr. Clarence 
Peters, chairman, and members of the 
Walther League staff presented a re- 
fresher course in the various aspects of 
the League’s current program emphasis. 

The chairmen encouraged the league 
to redouble its efforts in gathering the 
$225,000 New Dimensions Fund. 
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Retrospect and Prospect 


The date of this issue of the Lu- 
THERAN WITNESS speaks a solemn and 
earnest language. It reminds us that 
the year 1958 is rapidly becoming his- 
tory. What a history! We have had 
excitement, unrest, uncertainty, anxiety, 
suffering, cold war, and in some parts 
of the world even hot war. 

Over against all this we have con- 
tinued to enjoy a standard of living 
such as you find nowhere else in the 
world. Of course, we do not deserve 
this. Our American record of material- 
ism, indifference to God’s Word, thefts, 
robberies, murders, gluttony, drunken- 
ness, immorality, broken .homes, etc., 
should cause us to hide our faces in 
shame. 

However, we are concerned primarily 
about our own record, both individu- 
ally and as a church body. As we survey 
the past year, there loom up in ugly 
colors our many sins of commission and 
omission. God granted us 365 days 
of opportunities, but we neglected ever 
so many of them. God showered in- 
numerable and undeserved blessings 
upon us, but we showed altogether too 
little appreciation. 

God, who graciously brought us to 
faith in Christ and kept us in faith, 
ever reminded us: “This is the will of 
God, even your sanctification.” He 
wanted us to live for Him who died for 
us and rose again. But alas! How often 
we failed our God in our fight against 
sin and in a determined effort to follow 
after righteousness! 

Hence at the close of the old year 
we have every reason to ask God for 
forgiveness. 


Unmet Opportunities 


When we as a synod survey the year 
1958, we surely have every reason to 
approach God in sincere penitence. We 
realize, of course, that we have had 
wonderful growth in numbers. Statistics 
reveal this. Unfortunately some think 
of numbers as the matter of greatest 
importance. To be sure, we are grateful 
to God for growth and increase, but 
we know that when God grants increase, 
He at the same time places greater re- 
sponsibilities upon us. 

God granted our Synod, its Districts, 
and its congregations 365 days of golden 
opportunities during 1958. How did 
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By John W. Behnken 


we respond? We need to ask ourselves 
a number of questions. 

Have we shown sufficient interest in 
the cause of Christian education on all 
age levels? Have we sought to give our 
children thorough indoctrination in our 
schools, Sunday schools, and instruc- 
tion classes? Have we used these agen- 
cies to gain unchurched children in our 
communities? Statistical records do not 
show that we have been as aggressive as 
we should have been in bringing un- 
churched children to Jesus. 

Have we been active and determined 
in our personal mission work? Do we 
speak to others about their souls’ wel- 
fare? Do we manifest the proper inter- 
est in sharing with others the blessings 
which we have in Christ, our Savior? 

Do we as members of Synod know 
enough about the work of our church? 
Are we taking an active part in the 
program of enlisting or recruiting young 
men and young women for our colleges 
and seminaries? Do we know that such 
recruitment is urgently needed? Are 
we fully acquainted with and interested 
in the training of pastors, teachers, mis- 
sionaries, deaconesses, and lay workers? 

How much do we know about the 
great mission program of our Synod? 
Are we as vitally concerned about send- 
ing missionaries as our representatives 
to foreign fields as we should be? Do 
we support the Savior’s cause with our 
prayers and our contributions? Are we 
wholeheartedly concerned also about 
the works of love and charity? 

All these questions remind us that 
we have much indeed which should 
move us to ask God for forgiveness. 


Many Reasons for Gratitude 


On the other hand, a survey of the 
year 1958 reminds us forcibly that we 
have much for which to be grateful. 
Every one of us must say with the 
psalmist, “Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and forget not all His benefits.” With 
the psalmist we find the chief reason 
to be, “Who forgiveth all thine iniqui- 
ties.’ Yes, the Lord has granted us 
undeserving sinners forgiveness again 
and again. What a blessing that we 
have such a gracious God! 

Not only for spiritual but also for 
temporal blessings we have reason to 
thank God. I am sure that you recog- 
nize health of body and mind, protec- 
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tion against dangers, all the necessities 
of life, wholesome pleasures, even lux- 
urles, “good friends, faithful neighbors” 
(Luther) as blessings of God which call 
for gratitude. 

As a church body we must praise the 
Lord that He has granted us the preach- 
ing of His holy Word in all its fullness, 
in all its sweetness, and in all its purity. 
What a blessing that in our church 
there has ever been an emphasis on the 
preaching of “Jesus Christ, and Him 
crucified” as the heart and core of all 
preaching! Not we but God has granted 
our Synod this precious heritage. 

At this time we are very grateful to 
God also for the spirit of evangelism 
manifested by many of our congrega- 
tions. Synod’s Department of Evange- 
lism reports again and again that our 
people are willing to go out and invite 
people to “come and see.” 

Here let me not forget to mention 
that many of our people were interested 
and consecrated supporters of the 
church and its work. We are grateful 
to God for these people. They are gifts 
of God. Without them and their sup- 
port the work of the Kingdom would 
have suffered. May the good Lord gra- 
ciously bless all who prayed and worked 
and contributed for the cause of our 
Redeemer. 


Looking Ahead 


The year 1959 lies ahead of us. We 
do not know what the future holds in 
store for us. God has graciously with- 
held from our view the things which 
will happen tomorrow. However, we do 
know that we are to “grow in grace and 
in the knowledge of our Lord and Sav- 
ior Jesus Christ.” This means that dur- 
ing the coming year we must strive to 
be all the more faithful in our family 
worship, our attendance at divine serv- 
ices, our attendance at Bible classes. 

We know also that God wants us to 
improve in godliness of life. We realize 
that we are not perfect; so with Paul we 
should say, “I follow after, if that I may 
apprehend that for which also I am 
apprehended of Christ Jesus.” 

Again, we know that as God opens 
doors for us, we must embrace the op- 
portunities and show greater and greater 
interest in Kingdom work, whether that 
be in our own country or in foreign 
lands. This is the Savior’s great com- 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Should We Pray to the Saints? 


The Roman Catholics Say: 


“The title [saint] is reserved only for 
those who have, during life, attained 
an heroic degree of Christian perfec- 
tion and, after death, have been offi- 
cially declared by the [Roman] Catholic 
Church to be in heaven, enjoying the 
happiness of the vision of God. The 
[Roman] Catholic Church declares only 
[Roman] Catholics to be saints.” 


“What Is a ‘Saint’?” p.1 in But Why Don’t 
YOU Pray to the Saints? No. 47, K. of C. Reli- 
gious Information Bureau, St. Louis. 


“Beyond all doubt, the saints are in 
heaven. Now it is true that a barrier 
exists between the worlds of heaven 
and earth, but it is not air-tight. For 
the saints, especially, it is easily passed. 


No! Again we say No! We should 
not pray to the saints. No matter 
how we define the word “saint,” we 
have no word, warrant, or command 
in Scripture that tells us to pray to 
the saints. 


The Bible does not even speak 
of a special category of saints, such 
as the Roman Church has invented. 
It speaks of those who are called in 
Christ, “those whom Christ has made 
holy, who are called to be God’s 
men and women.” 


The true saints are all those who 
in faith have received the Spirit of 
God. They belong to the “com- 
munion of saints,” that is, the holy 
Christian church. They have been 
redeemed and have their sins for- 
given. 

Such saints, our fellow believers, 
we can honor, for they are indeed 
“close to God.” They are brought 
close to God through the blood and 
merits of the Savior. We may even 
imitate them. We want them to 
join their prayers with ours to our 
God and Father. 

The Bible does not tell us to pray 
to the saints. It tells us to pray for 
the saints, for our fellow believers 
here in this time of struggle. “Pray 
at all times in the Spirit, with all 
prayer and supplication. To that end 
keep alert with all perseverance, 
making supplication for all the 
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Comment 


“In heaven the saints know about 
conditions on earth... . 

“We can pray to them, and they can 
hear our prayers. ... They know, no 
matter how secret our prayer. They 
want to help, no matter how desperate 
our need. 


“And they can help... .” 


“Why We Honor, Imitate, and Pray to Saints,” 
pp. 41, 42, in No. 47. 


“Yes, we honor the saints because 
they are so close to God; we imitate 
them so that we can approach near to 
Christ; we pray to them so that they 
will join their prayers with ours to our 
God who is the Father of us all.” 


‘Why We Honor, Imitate, and Pray to Saints,” 
p. 44 in No. 47. 


saints.” (Ephesians 6:18,19 RSV, 
italics added) 

The prayers of the saints in 
heaven, those transferred to be with 
God eternally, are mentioned in the 
Book of Revelation. The golden 
bowls full of incense, “which are the 
prayers of the saints,” are cited. 
These are prayers of praise and 
thanksgiving (Revelation 5:8-10). 
They are not prayers of supplication 
or intercession for others. 

The saints in heaven, morever, do 
not know us. They have been re- 
moved from sorrow and tears. Shall 
the bliss of heaven for these saints 
be mixed with our worries and fret- 
tings? Hardly! 

Besides, we have no need of their 
prayers, for we have Jesus Christ, the 
Intercessor who “is able for all 
time to save those who draw near to 
God through Him, since He always 
lives to make intercession for them.” 
(Hebrews 7:25 RSV) 

The Holy Ghost, too, pleads for 
us. “Likewise the Spirit helps us in 
our weakness; for we do not know 
how to pray as we ought, but the 
Spirit Himself intercedes for us with 
sighs too deep for words.” (Romans 
8:26 RSV) 

NO! We should not pray to the 
saints!) We pray to God, and the 
Son of God and the Spirit of God 
pray for us. Cart S. MEYER 
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RETROSPECT 
(Continued from page 19) 


mission. This is an important reason 
why He has brought us to faith. We are 
to “show forth the praises of Him who 
hath called us out of darkness into His 
marvelous light.” 

In all this we as children of God 
must become ever more fully aware of 
the great urgency which confronts us. 
The Savior’s word “The night cometh 
when no man can work” certainly ap- 
plies to our day. This world of ours is 
hastening to its end. We cannot and 
surely are not trying to predict when 
this will come to pass. However, when 
we view the signs of the times as God 
wants us to view them, when we con- 
sider the things which are happening 
all around us and compare them with 
the statements of our Savior about the 
time prior to the end, we must realize 
that “the day is at hand.” All this 
should move us to live and work ag- 
gressively and faithfully with our eyes 
fixed on eternity. 

God graciously grant unto all readers 
a new year richly blessed in Christ, our 
Savior! 


TRACT MISSION 


(Continued from page 15) 


Concordia Tract Mission fund to pro- 
mote the distribution of tracts. 

The Concordia Tract Mission is de- 
veloping .a threefold tract program: to 
produce a wide variety of tracts on 
many subjects; to encourage individual, 
congregational, and worldwide litera- 
ture distribution; and to receive the gifts 
of Christian friends for worldwide tract 
and Sunday school leaflet distribution. 


Does God Bless His Word 
Through Tracts? 


The thrilling story of the Gospel tract 
can never be completely told. Only 
God knows when one tract has com- 
pleted its work, as the following ex- 
amples will show. 

On the streets of Tulsa, Okla., 
a woman found some of the literature, 
mutilated, but with the address intact. 
She wrote to Jerseyville, ordering tracts 
and the World Wide Evangelist. 

Through tracts a leper in the Philip- 
pines has reached many in his colony 
for Christ. 

An itinerant pastor in the Philippines 
uses the Gospel tracts in backward 
areas, where English is unknown. 

A 16-year-old African boy, converted 
several years ago, wrote for enough 
tracts to cover his entire village. Since 
then he has received a regular supply. 
While distributing tracts on the Gold 
Coast, he broke both legs in an acci- 
dent. A casualty for Christ! 
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Christians from Africa who write 
daily, pleading for Gospel tracts, re- 
cently mailed Pastor Kaul a monkey 
skin in exchange for more tracts and 
In appreciation of literature received. 

An Australian lay preacher was at- 
tempting to hold together six pastorless 
churches. He preached the messages he 
found in the World Wide Evangelist. 

Christians in India have translated 
the paper’s messages into Marathi and 
have preached them on the streets of 
Bombay. Government workers in India 
receive literature from the Concordia 
Tract Mission. 

A Chinese evangelist in Indonesia 
used the materials to teach classes on 
soul winning. 

A converted Jew in London has used 
thousands of tracts, has taken them as 
far as Paris. Once he mailed the Queen 
of England a copy of the paper and 
received a grateful reply. 


Letters 


The following lines from a few cur- 
rent letters will encourage members of 
the church to use tracts, to pray for 
the tract mission, and to support it. 

From Sarawak: “We are ever so 
pleased to note that you are sending us 
Gospel tracts and literature. We have 
an inadequate place to preach, gather, 
pray, baptize, and read God’s Word. 
There are only missions of paganism 
over here. We are spreading the Gos- 
pel with tracts.” 

From India: “We love God for giving 
the tracts to us. Pray that our tract 
needs will be met. Without your co- 
operation we couldn’t reach the people 
we're reaching.” 

From Trinidad: “I want to form 
a tract league with the groups on this 
island. Last week I went 40 miles for 
Sunday ,school materials. Our trouble 
is we have no Sunday school literature.” 


Freewill Gifts 


All efforts of the Concordia Tract 
Mission are directed to the glory and 
praise of God, the encouragement and 
strengthening of Christian faith, and the 
salvation of immortal souls. 

What a responsibility God has placed 
before the church today! We must “re- 
deem the time” in every possible way. 
Tracts are one way. Since World War 
II, there has been amazing progress in 
literacy around the world in many back- 
ward areas. These people are eager to 
read anything they receive. The cults 
and false isms know this and are out- 
stripping Christendom in their efforts. 

The Concordia Tract Mission’s world- 
wide distribution program is supported 
through freewill gifts. Congregations, 
Sunday schools, ladies’ aids, men’s 
clubs, and individuals regularly assist 
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in this global effort to spread the Gos- 
pel. 

The Wyneken Missionary Society of 
Concordia Seminary, Springfield, IIl., 
has made the tract mission a project 
for this year with weekly offerings. 

Some laymen and LWML officers 
lecture on the work of the Concordia 
Tract Mission to create a greater in- 
terest in its support. 


Note: The World Wide Evangelist 
will continue to be published by the 
Concordia Tract Mission. Its purpose is 
to encourage greater love for Christ and 
souls. It will also offer helpful sug- 
gestions for the use of tracts. Chris- 
tians may obtain this paper by writing 
to Concordia Tract Mission, Box 201, 
St. Louis 66, Mo. (Six issues for $1.00) 


Books 


Our Happy Family. By Mabel Nieder- 
meyer McCaw. Bethany Press, Saint 
Louis. 29 pages. $1.50. 


Should prove valuable for use with 
young children at home and at school. 
There is room for more books of this type, 
relating the “here and now,” which is of 
such great interest to children, with their 
daily relationship to the Triune God and 
the church. 


Visitation Evangelism Made Practical. By 
Horace F. Dean. Zondervan, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. 93 pages. $1.00. 


Here are all kinds of practical helps 
for organizing and conducting visitation 
evangelism as an ongoing and integral 
part of the local congregation’s activity. 
The voice of experience speaks from every 
page. The book covers the whole field 
of visitation evangelism except the train- 
ing of the visitors. 


At the Foot of the Cross. By an impris- 
oned pastor behind the Iron Curtain. 
Augsburg Press, Minneapolis. 210 
pages. $3.00. 


A unique volume for Lenten devotional 
reading, based on events of the Passion 
story from the upper room to the sealing 
of the tomb. All are addressed to “My 
Lord” by an imprisoned pastor who “found 
the trial of his faith much more precious 
than that of gold.” “Inspiration of a rare 
quality awaits you,” the jacket states. 
Very true. 


The Man in the Mirror. By Alexander 
Miller. Doubleday and Co., Garden 
City, N. Y., 1958. 186 pages. $3.95. 


In these lectures the author, one of 
America’s chief interpreters of the Chris- 
tian religion to the college man, discusses 
the frustrations that thoughtful people 
experience as they ask who they are and 
what their purpose in life is. Instead of 
being overly proud about the answers of 
science or unduly depressed by human 
frailty and ignorance, they should use the 
Biblical answer of faith in Christ and gain 
the illumination that comes from _ the 
Christian church, its worship, doctrine, 
discipline, and outreach. 


RICHARD R. CAEMMERER 
(621) 


Deaths 


ARTHUR H. Haake, April 5, 1904, Nash- 
ville, Ill., to Nov. 24, 1958, San Francisco, 
Calif.; son of Carl and Alvina Harre 
Haake; graduated St. 
Louis seminary, 1930; 
missionary at large, 
New Westminster, 
B:GC.,-Can,,, 1930—41; 
parishes: Terra Bella 
and Porterville, Calif.; 
San Francisco, 1943 
until his death; served 
the California and 
Nevada District as 
Visitor, Stewardship 
Secretary, and mem- 
ber of the Board of Directors’ mission 
committee; chairman of Synod’s Board for 
Missions in North and South America. 
Survivors: Amanda Stellhorn Haake; son 
Arthur; daughters Irene Coward, Mary 
Ann Aiken, and Lois. Funeral: Nov. 28, 
San Francisco; interment, Colma, Calif. 


Otto F. HENNING, Jan 16, 1890, Lud- 
ington, Mich., to Nov. 13, 1958, Holyrood, 
Kans.; son of Louis and Bertha Hayden 
Henning; graduated St. Louis seminary, 
1913; parishes: Bazine, Kans.; Holyrood, 
Kans., 1919—57, when he retired. Sur- 
vivors: Hilda Knocke Henning; sons Ver- 
non, Roland, Robert; daughters Mrs. Car- 
ter Kirk, Mrs. Richard Ludwig, Mrs. Rob- 
ert Wingate. Funeral: Nov. 17, Holyrood; 
interment, St. Peter’s Cemetery. 


PauL H. F. MEESKE, Jan. 2, 1879, 
Ohiowa, Nebr.; to Nov. 15, 1958, Palatine, 
Ill.; son of Simon and Charlotte Krueger 
Meeske; graduated Addison teachers col- 
lege, 1899; schools: Niles, Ill.; Elk Grove, 
Ill., 1906—49; Arlington Heights, Ill. Sur- 
vivors: sons Fred and Ernst; daughter 
Helen. Funeral: Nov. 18, Mount Prospect, 
Ill.; interment, St. John Cemetery. 


Paut J. ScHmipt, Aug. 8, 1881, Sagi- 
naw, Mich., to Nov. 25, 1958; son of Rev. 
Joseph and Sarah Theissen Schmidt; grac- 
uated St. Louis seminary, 1905; parishes: 
Gilead, Nebr.; Beatrice, Nebr.; Crowley, 
La., 1919—37, when he retired. Survi- 
vors: son Nathan. Funeral: Nov. 28, Fort 
Wayne, Ind.; interment, Lindenwood Cem- 
etery. 


Notices 


Ordinations and Installations 
Ordained: CANDIDATES 


Wildermuth, Daryl, St. John, Vancouver, 
Wash., by C. E. Wildermuth, Nov. 9. 


Ordained and Installed: 


Mitschke, William T., Jr., Hope, Sonora, Tex., 
by Oliver R. Harms, Oct. 5. 


Installed: PASTORS 


Abram, Henry C., Prince of Peace, Orlando, 
Fla., by William von Spreckelsen, Nov. 16. 

Bachert, William C., Trinity, North Little 
Rock, Ark., by Richard C. Jahn, Nov. 16. 

Bartels, Wesley A., Gethsemane, St. Louis 
(Lemay), Mo., by Pres. George W. Wittmer, 
Nov. 16. 

Beckman, William C., as instructor, Luther 
High School North, in Our Savior, Chicago, 
Ill., by H. J. Boettcher, Oct. 26. 

Burow, Ralph J., St.John, Munson, Pa., by 
Ralph E. Krueger, Sept. 28. 

Goetsch, Ronald W., St. Paul, Amherst, Wis., 
by Pres. Lloyd H. Goetz, Nov. 16. 

Jankens, Edward G., Trinity, Berkley, Mich., 
by Walter C. Gerken, Nov. 16. 


ait 


Kirsch, Martin G., Grace, Dodge Center, 
Minn., by Wm. Petzke, Nov. 16. 

Kreutz, Frederick A., First, Onawa, Iowa, by 
Theo. A. Letzring, Nov. 16. 

Kunz, Robert E., St. Matthew, Washougal, 
Wash., by C. E. Wildermuth, Nov. 9 

Larsen, Donald H., St. Andrew-Redeemer, De- 
troit, Mich., by J. P. Fackler, Nov. 16. 

Mathiasen, George W., St. Paul, Aberdeen, 
Idaho, by James Wuebben, Aug. 24. — 

Moser, Martin H., Grace, Needles, Calif., and 
Immanuel, Kingman, Ariz., by A. H. Her- 
kamp, Nov. 16. 

Ochs, Rudolph L., St. Paul, Wisner, Nebr., by 
H. L. Hennig, Nov. 16. 

Peck, Alan L., Sanford, Sanford, Mich., by 
F. H. Reimann, Nov. 9. 

Pera, Richard G., Nazareth, Baltimore, Md., 
by G. A. Wagner, Nov. 16. 

Peyser, S. Erik K., St. John, Bayonne, N. J., 
by Arlo M. Mueller, Nov. 16. 

Prange, Rudolf D., Christ, Belmont, Mass., by 
Louis S. Wagner, Nov. 16. 

Roth, Donald J., Holy Cross, Portland, Oreg., 
by Henry L. Lieske, Nov. 9. 

Schmidt, Paul R., Christ, Nebraska City, Nebr., 
by Carlton C. Spatzek, Nov. 9. 

Seebeck, William J., Trinity, Los Angeles, 
Calif., by Walter E. Niermann, Nov. 16. 

Starenko, Ronald C., asst. pastor, Zion, Fort 
Wayne, Ind., by B. W. Johnson, Nov. 16. 

Strege, Arthur H., as missionary in Hazel- 
wood, at Atonement, Florissant, Mo., by 
Pres. George W. Wittmer, Sept. 7. 

Tessmann, Harold, as missionary in Clarks- 
ville, at Concordia, Nashville, Tenn., by 
Paul Ph. Spitz, Oct. 20. 

Vetter, Eugene, as assoc. pastor, Immanuel, 
Wisconsin Rapids, Wis., by Ernest G. 
Kuechle, Nov. 9. 

Wangerin, J. D., as missionary in Stony Point, 
at St. Thomas, Central Nyack, N. Y., by 
Hans K. Platzer, Nov. 16. 


Installed: TEACHERS 


Ahlers, Cand. Arlen G., Trinity Hicksville, 
N. Y., by Edward H. Stammel, Nov. 9. 
Glaser, Leonard, Spokane Central School, 
Spokane, Wash., by G. E. Mensing, Nov. 2 
Koch, Cand. Ronald O., as instructor, Luther 
High School North, at Our Savior, Chicago, 
Ill., by Henry J. Boettcher, Oct. 26. 
Offermann, Cand. Donald A., as instructor, 
Luther High School North, at Our Savior, 
Chicago, Ill., by Henry J. Boettcher, Oct. 26. 
Roeske, Edwin C., Holy Ghost, Milwaukee, 
Wis., by Luther Streufert, Nov. 16. 
Schultz, Willard D., Holy Ghost, Milwaukee, 
Wis., by Luther Streufert, Nov. 16. 
Wukasch, Theodore, St. Paul, Indianapolis, 
Ind., by Russel W. Harnack, Sept. 14. 


Ev. Lutheran Church of England 


Installed: gd Ad 

Jose, Desmond, as missionary of Grindon Lu- 
theran Mission, Sunderland, Co. Durham, 
England, by E. Geo. Pearce, Oct. 12. 


Official Notices 


Rev. Edward Brusick, Islip, L.1., N. Y., has 
been appointed Visitor of the Suffolk West 
Circuit, Atlantic District, to succeed Rev. E. 
Brueggemann, who has accepted a call into 
another District.— H. J. Ripper, President, 
Atlantic District. 


Since Rev. Norman E. Brauer and Rev. M. 
J. Haerther have accepted calls to other Dis- 
tricts, Rev. Henry Fry, 416 Third Ave., N., 
Wahpeton, N. Dak., has been appointed First 
Vice-President and chairman of the Mission 
Department, and Rev. Alfred E. Thiem, Ana- 
moose, N.Dak., has been appointed Second 
Vice-President and chairman of the Education 
Department of the North Dakota District. — 
L. K. Meyer, President, North Dakota District. 


Rev. Enno Woldt, Lansing, Mich., has been 
appointed Visitor of the Western Michigan 
Circuit, English District, to succeed Rev. 
Richard C. Stuckmeyer, who retired because 
of realignment of congregations in the cir- 
ai G. Kerner, President, English Dis- 
Yrict. 


Election Result 


Rev. Wilbert J. Fields, Ames, Iowa, was 
called to the presidency of St. John’s College, 
Winfield, Kans., on Dec. 11.—Lro J. Fenske, 
Secretary, Board of Control. 


Extension of Nominations 


The time for nominating candidates for 
the presidency of Concordia Theological 
Seminary, Springfield, Ill., has been extended 
to Feb. 1, 1959. —B. H. Setcxe, D.D., Secre- 
tary, Board of Control, 120 W. Monroe St., 
Petersburg, Ill. 
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Call for Nominations 


The Board of Control of Instituto Concor- 
dia, Rio de Janeiro, Brasil, with the approval 
ot Synod’s Board for Missions in North and 
South America, herewith invites the congre- 
gations of Synod to nominate candidates for 
the office of director. Candidates must have 
a command of Portuguese (German and 
English desirable) and should be men of high 
Christian ideals, with the aptitude to teach re- 
ligion. They shall be able to fulfill the 
duties of an institutional president as pre- 
scribed by the synodical Handbook. 


Nominations and pertinent information 
regarding candidates should be sent to the 
undersigned within 30 days after the appear- 
ance of this announcement.— Rev. PavuLo 
Hasse, Secretary, Rua Goncalves Crespo 341, 
Estacio de Sa, Rio de Janeiro, Brasil. 


Colloquy 


According to the regulations of The Lu- 
theran Church — Missouri Synod and by au- 
thorization of the faculty of Concordia Teach- 
ers College, River Forest, Ill, W. John 
Meinzen, B.S., Fort Wayne, Ind., has been 
examined by a committee of the faculty and 
has given satisfactory evidence of his spiritual 
maturity, doctrinal knowledge, and under- 
standing of Christian education and church 
practice. He is herewith declared eligible for 
a divine call to the teaching profession of our 
church. — M. L. KorHnexke, President, Con- 
cordia Teachers College, River Forest, Il. 


Wanted 


Curtains for dividing Sunday school classes. 
Will pay postage. Lronarp Ninxke, 444 Horatio 
St., Charlotte, Mich. 


Communion set for mission congregation. 
Will pay transportation costs. Write: Rev. D. 
O. Kruecer, 404 Jefferson, Rochester, Ind. 


Changes of Address 


Pastors: 
Bannon, Robert, 2927 Tenth Ave., Port 
Huron, Mich. 


Beiderwieden, Carl O., 632 Ellis St., Pentic- 
ton, B. C., Canada 

Bergt, Robert R., 706 Atalanta, Webster 
Groves 19, Mo. 

Fiege, Calvin R., District Stewardship Office, 
19300 W. 7 Mile Rd., Detroit 19, Mich. 

Frese, Edmund, 4000a Natural Bridge, Saint 
Louis 7, Mo. 

Gienapp, Walter L., 1082 Roberts St., Mus- 
kegon, Mich. 

Huber, Curtis E., c.r.m., 129 Buckingham 
Lane, Madison 4, Wis. 

ake William, 423 Belknap PIl., Keokuk, 
owa 

Kittermann, Chaplain Henry O., Hdars. 
Division Artillery, 4th Armored Division, 
Office of the Chaplain, APO 696, New 
York, N. Y. 

Kunz, Robert E., 734 17th St., Box 671, 
Washougal, Wash. 

Kuring, Henry L., R.1, Evansville, Il. 

Larsen, Donald H., 12824 Broad St., Detroit 
38, Mich. 

Lehenbauer, Victor H., 1002 E. Hutchinson, 
Beeville, Tex. 

Malkow, H. John, 445 S. 312th St., Federal 
Way, Wash. 

riage a a C., 1209 Hamlet Court, St. Louis 

, Mo. 

Reitz, William A., em., Germantown, Wis. 

Schmidt, Paul R., 1722 Fifth Ave., Nebraska 
City, Nebr. 

Schrank, Robert J., Mision Luterana, la 
Avenida N. Final, Antigua, Guatemala, 


Schuette, Carl J., 1816 Chestnut Rd., Cleve- 
land 31, Ohio 

Stach, John F., 964 45th Ave., N. E., Colum- 
bia Heights, Minneapolis 21, Minn. 

Stein, Chaplain Martin J., 3909th Air Base 
Group, APO 167, New York, N. Y. 

Wentzel, Karl F., Meadow Grove, Nebr. 

Wolter, Robert E., 363 Addison Ave., Elm- 
hurst, Ill. 

Young, Ralph H., 1937 Houseman Ave., 
N.E., Grand Rapids 5, Mich. Office: 711 
Kellogg, S. E., Grand Rapids 6, Mich. 


Teachers: 
Gandt, Karl O., 2010 Washington Blvd., 
Maywood, Ill. 
mpd am Bernard J., 1430 Arbor, Monroe, 
ich. 


Greinke, Carl W., 4388 W. Creighton Ave., 
Giteduen ce ee 312 Martigney Dr., 
torent, omaha oy y 6336 N.E. 27th Ave. 
Sisiinonn Aucuen ee Jr., 1421 Melrose ve. 

Ft. Wayne, Ind. : 
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Letters 


Letters to this. department must be 
signed. Names will be withheld upon 
request. The opinions expressed are not 
necessarily those of the Editors, who 
may reject, print in full, or omit matter 
not pertinent. 


Keep Church Doors Open : 


After reading “Through the Windshield” 
(Nov. 18, 1958, WITNESS, p. 11) I hasten 
to make my most sincere plea that some- — 
thing be done to keep the doors of all our 
Lutheran churches open. 4 

Many times I have felt the need to go 
into a church for meditation during the 
week, only to find —to my extreme dis- 
appointment —a locked door. Should the 
doors to God’s house ever be locked? 

I feel very strongly on this subject, and 
I think we Lutherans should take a lesson 
from the Roman Catholics in this instance. 
I think more people would take an active 
interest in religion if the church were 
available every day. It is such a relaxation 
and mental and spiritual uplift to enter — 
God’s house, even for only a few minutes! 


(Mrs.) BERNA GAGNE : 
Garden Grove, Calif. 
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Must Lock Church Doors 


In “Through the Windshield” the writer 
states, ““The Church of the Open Bible’ 
can also be the ‘Church of the Unlocked 
Door.’” He (or she) is right from a spir- 
itual standpoint. 

However, in our city “firebugs” have 
recently been at large. Several fires have 
damaged some of the most prominent 
churches in the Houston area. Thanks to 
Almighty God, our Lutheran churches 
have thus far been spared any serious 
damage. But we have been forced by 
such activity to make certain that our 
church doors are all locked. 

Now that winter is upon us, an increase 
in the number of transients and hoodlums 
is to be noticed here. Hardly a day passes 
without two or three persons coming 
around our church asking for a handout. 

Next to our church is a garden dedi- 
cated to the glory of God, for persons 
who wish to stop and meditate. 


CHARLES A, Drxon 


a 


Se ih oe 


Houston, Tex. 


“Very Little, buts. 


I am Mrs. Average America, I guess. 
I was born in the United States; I could 
have been born in a heathen nation. I have 
a Christian husband and three normal 
healthy children; I could be childless and 
lonely. I have a comfortable home with 
most of the modern conveniences; I could 
live in the slums. 

I have good health and a sound mind; 
I could be in terrible pain or hospitalized. 
I have plenty of food and clothing; 
I could be starving and freezing. I have 
relatives and friends to call on in case 
of need; I could be thousands of miles 
away. 

I was given Christian parents; I could 
have had parents who were criminals, 
atheists, communists, Buddhists, or just 
plain unconcerned —I probably would be 
living by their pattern of life and die in 
my sins. But greatest blessing of all, 
Loves given my Lord and Savior Jesus 

rist. 


God has given me every blessing, has 
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“A Century of Progress,” grand-prize float winner at the Cole Camp, Mo., fair in 
September, was designed by Principal Leonard G. Schnell of Trinity Lutheran 
School and built by pupils and their parents. The float, depicting vehicles of 1858, 
1908, and 1958, was also taken more than 100 miles to Kansas City for the 


American Royal Parade. 


denied me nothing, and in return I take 
Him for granted. He tells me plainly that 
I must deny myself. I cannot believe He 
expects me to take all these blessings and 
not give freely of my time, talents, and 
especially money at this crucial time. 

For several years my husband and 
I have given 10% of our income to God 
as many Christians do, but that 10% is 
God’s; actually we are giving Him nothing. 
Our offering is over and above our 10%. 
For the remainder of 1958 and 1959 we 
have decided to give 11% to the Lord. 
An additional 1% is very little, and we 
will not miss it. 

Consider what giving not 10% but 11% 
of income to the Lord — throughout our 
Lutheran Church—would do for our 
Synod’s budget and for our missions. I am 


' praying that God may lay’ this on our 


hearts and that 1960 will find us raising 
our part for God to 12% and continuing 
to do this until we feel we have denied 
ourselves just a little for our, Savior, who 
gave His life. 


Indiana Mrs. H. B. 


What Happened in Canada? 


Letters continue to arrive with the in- 
quiry, What has actually happened in 
Canada this fall? After many reporters 
have had their inning, may we once more 
emphasize what was already reported in 


the October 7, 1958, WITNEss, p. 3? 


The members of our Districts (Alberta 
and British Columbia, Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan, and Ontario) are of the 
Opinion that with the huge development 
of Canada we must begin to think of es- 
tablishing our own indigenous church. For 
this reason representatives of our three 
Canadian Districts and of the English 
District met in Winnipeg, September 11 
and 12, 1958, and organized “The Lutheran 
Church in Canada.” 

This is not a church in the accepted 
sense of that term, nor is it a new synod. 
It is rather a federation of our Districts. 
It is, properly speaking, a provisional body. 
If our Canadian Districts desire ultimately 
to form a new synod, they must confer 
with one another and jointly make plans 
for the future. What we formed is an 
interim organization, which will meet an- 
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nually and lay the groundwork for that 
day when by the grace of God and in the 
wise counsel of our Savior we shall be 
privileged to call into being “The Lutheran 
Church in Canada” as a Canadian entity, 
as an autonomous synod, with our congre- 
gations and Districts separated from our 
venerable mother, the Missouri Synod, yet 
in close affiliation with her. 

In the meantime our new federation is 
already yielding some added benefits for 
our work in Canada. We are seeking in- 
corporation with the federal government, 
which will enable us to incorporate new 
congregations in some areas at a much 
lower cost and to speak in public as 
a distinctively Canadian body. Our three 
Districts, which hitherto have acted inde- 
pendently, also intend to do some work 
jointly, for example in the field of public 
relations and in the service of the armed 
forces, in the matter of Canadian publica- 
tions, and the like. 

But according to our constitution, “mem- 
bership in The Lutheran Church in Canada 
shall in no wise alter the relationship of 
a District or congregation to its parent 
body, nor shall it interfere with the. pre- 
vailing constitutional, administrational, or 
any other regulations of said parent body.” 
This rule will apply until we have become 
autonomous. 

In view of the many complex problems 
which must be solved, we will require 
a number of years before we can organize 
an independent Canadian Synod. 

ALBERT H. SCHWERMANN 
President of the LCC 
Edmonton, Alberta 


Noteworthy Example 


Our Lutheran Altenheim congregation 
read in the LUTHERAN WITNESS about the 
great shortage Synod is experiencing. 

Although their treasury is very meager 
—funds for our congregation are usually 
gathered by nickels, dimes, and quar- 
ters— the congregation felt that it should 
send $200 to the Western District. 

We feel that this example of deep 
Christian love for the work of the church 
was quite noteworthy. 

(REv.) Econ W. GEBAUER 

St. Louis, Mo. 
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Letter from 


Xanadu, Nebr. 


DEAR EDITOR: 


Well, we got one Christmas concert 
out of the way this afternoon, so there 
are only four more to go. We have to 
start having Christmas concerts right 
after-Thanksgiving here because every 
organization in the congregation wants 
to have one, and that means a separate 
concert for the senior choir, the junior 
choir, the men’s chorus, the Sunday 
school, and the parochial school. I pity 
the folks that have kids between the 
ages of four and eighteen. Between 
hauling the kids to rehearsals and at- 
tending concerts, they hardly have time 
to do their Christmas shopping. 

What gets me about all of these con- 
certs is that you never get to hear the 
good old songs any more. Everybody’s 
afraid their group will duplicate what 
some other group is singing, so they 
all try to find something “different.” 
This afternoon the junior choir did an 
old Transylvanian carol sung in some 
foreign language. I think it was Ro- 
manian. Then they did a real modern 
thing called “O Little Town of Bethle- 
hem, Pa.,” which had a lot of noises in 
it that were supposed to sound like 
gears going around and factory whistles 
blowing. I’ve still got a headache from 
that. 

What I would like to see again is 
a Christmas Eve program like we used 
to have when I was a kid. I can still 
remember old Teacher Jungherz, telling 
us not to worry too much if we forgot 
our parts but to be sure and sing loud. 
And we did. Between our practically 
shouting and Teacher Jungherz’s tromp- 
ing on the organ with all stops out, the 
old church really shook. Then at the 
end all of the lights except those on 
the Christmas tree would be turned off, 
and the organ would go silent and we 
would sing “Stille Nacht” real softly, 
and the elders would sneak behind the 
tree to get ready to pass out the oranges 
and candy that we always got at the 
end of the program. 

Well, I suppose that when a man gets 
to my age the present never looks as 
good as the past. Maybe forty years 
from now the kids who are in our grade 
school now will get as sentimental about 
some Bulgarian Cradle Song that they 
are going to sing this year as I get about 
“OQ du froehliche.” But I wish that 
somebody would remember that we old 
duffers aren’t gone yet and that we 
would like to celebrate Christmas, too. 


Gesegnete Weihnachten! — G. G. 
From The Cresset, December 1958 
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..in the Lutheran Annual tor 1959 


Over 78 gems of wisdom, inspiration, 


and choice thought selected from Luther, NEW FEATURES 


books and journals, great thinkers. Here 


are some of the stimulating themes: x NEW CALENDAR’ TREATMENT —all 
@ The Little Cistern of Selfishness events mentioned in the calendar are 
Eve Catch d Work organized around the specific theme: 
i el ns oh Se na “The Lutheran Reformation.” The 
@ Nothing Satisfies But the Word main Church Festivals are included in 
@ Tell God When You Are Scared the calendar. 
@ When God Is Silent 
@ Like a Sweeping Downpour yk 1957 MEMBERSHIP FIGURES OF RELI- 
@ Howa Missionary Got to China are listed. - 
@ Ringing the Bell of Prayer : 
bers te PLUS THESE POPULAR FEATURES 
@ Start with God’s Blessings. 
@ Telephone numbers of all pastors, male teachers, 
® Salesmen of Jesus and synodical officers of the Missouri Synod 
@ God's Place for You @ Time of Sunday service 
@ 


Start with God’s Blessing @ Location of all Lutheran churches of Synodical Con- 


ference 


@ Location of staffs of charitable institutions 
@ Hospice homes 

@ Hospitals and similar agencies 

® 


Statistics of the Synodical Conference and other 
Lutheran church bodies 


ORDER THROUGH 

YOUR CHURCH OFFICE, 
CHURCH BOOK DISPLAY, 
OR DIRECTLY ON THE 
COUPON BELOW: 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 


St. Louis 18, Missouri 
Please send me: 
No. 51W1025, 1959 LUTHERAN ANNUAL @ $ .75. 
I enclose $ 


Name 


———————— SSS ASRS 


Address 
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